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Message from the President 
 
“Of course, human biobanking is 
much more important than non-
human biobanking ……”.  So said a 
Chinese specialist in fresh water 
algae, who I met recently at a con-
ference in Seoul, Korea.  Either he 
was being extremely modest and 
polite, or he was just testing me out!  
He did go on to say something 
about the use of algae to produce 

biofuels, but anyhow, more on that later.  
 
So this is my final president’s message for the newsletter 
and I want to take this opportunity to focus attention on an 
issue that matters a great deal to ISBER members;  the 
need to recruit more representatives of non-human bio-
banks.  After explaining why this matters a great deal to 
ISBER members (trust me, it really does!), I’ll give a de-
scription of the composition of our membership in terms of 
the type of samples we collect.  Then to conclude, I’ll sug-
gest some ways in which we can attract more members 
from the non-human biobanks. 
 
Let’s be honest, the great majority of ISBER members 
represent human sample biobanks, but why should this 
be a problem and why should we care about it?  Ten 
years ago, ISBER was founded because a few people 
saw the need for a forum to encourage the exchange of 
information and expertise between scientists involved in 
biobanking everything from serum samples, air samples, 
dust wipes, marine mammal tissues, and freeze-dried 
ferrets (to quote Elaine Gunter’s article in Volume 1, Issue 
1 of this newsletter).  From the beginning, this exchange 
of information between different types of biobanks has 
been a central feature of ISBER meetings, making them 
more diverse and interesting, not only in terms of the talks 
that we hear, but also the people we meet. The need to 
encourage participation from a wide range of repositories 
was endorsed in ISBER’s strategic plan (available at 
www.isber.org in the Members-Only area), which empha-
sized the need for meetings to focus on cross-cutting is-
sues of general interest like biospecimen research, quality 
control, informatics, etc.  This plan provided the following 
mission statement for the society:  

(Continued on page 2) 

Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking 
World 
 
In 1998, in an annual review meeting with the ATCC con-
tractors who operated CDC’s CASPIR Biorepository, Bar-
bara Kilbourne and I discussed the operations of CASPIR 
with Frank Simione and Phil Baird.  We noted that we 
were all often asked, as our NIH colleagues were, to give 
talks and workshops, or write articles on specimen bank-
ing – which was ironic, when there was so much more we 
personally needed to know.  (I had attended the Biological 
& Environmental Specimen Banking II conference in Swe-
den in 1996, and was really excited about the possibilities 
of learning more and exchanging information - but they 
didn’t hold another meeting until 2005!)  We agreed that 
what everyone really needed was a niche society, small 
but dedicated to all types of specimen banking, since this 
critical topic got lost in the bigger scientific society confer-
ences such as ASIP at EB, AACR, AACC, CAP, ASCP, 
ASM, etc.  (Frank and Phil turned out to be the best folks 
to whom we could have pitched this idea, because they 
knew everybody in Washington who was in the repository 
business at the time.) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Message from the President (continued from page 1) 
 
“ISBER creates opportunities for sharing ideas interna-
tionally and harmonizing approaches to evolving chal-
lenges in biobanking and repository operation. ISBER 
fosters collaborations, creates education and training op-
portunities, and provides an international showcase for 
state-of-the art research findings and cutting edge tech-
nologies, products and services. Together, these activities 
promote best practices that cut across the broad range of 
repositories that ISBER serves.” 
 
So that is a bit of background information, but getting 
more to the point why should we care whether ISBER 
recruits more representatives of non-human biobanks?  
Well, as the society’s membership grows in size, we need 
to maintain a balance between the different groups 
(environmental biobanks, museum biobanks, seed banks, 
human disease-based and population-based biobanks) so 
that the society maintains its character and continues to 
be able to serve all these groups. 
 
There seems to be no question that members in general 
enjoy the presentations given by representatives of non-
human biobanks.  The meeting evaluations give clear evi-
dence of this.  Please cast your mind back to recent an-
nual meetings – do you think they would have been better 
meetings if we had focused entirely on human biobanks?  
Surely you would miss something.  What about Paul 
Bartel’s presentations on African wildlife biobanking?  Or 
take a look at the headers in Figure 1.  How would you 
like ISBER to become ISHR, the International Society of 
Human Repositories?  Wouldn’t you feel a sense of loss? 
 

Figure 1:  The current ISBER letterhead (a) and a grey 
alternative (b).  Which one do you prefer? 
 
If that seems a bit too sentimental, then let’s consider an-
other angle.  What about the value of exchanging infor-
mation and expertise between different types of bio-
banks?  It can be argued that by exchanging information 
and expertise at ISBER, clinical and population biobank-
ers can do something for the environment and of course 
that matters to all of us (think of the melting polar ice-
caps).  Also, the experience of museum biobankers can 
be very helpful to clinical and population biobankers. If 
you find all this hard to believe, then please read on. 
 
Biobanking in the medical world is relatively well-funded 
and is developing into a discipline in its own right.  There 
are people in the medical world who would actually iden-
tify themselves as biobankers.  However, outside the 
medical world, this is less common.  There are many sci-
entists involved in studies that require collections of plant 
and animal samples, but they would generally not call 
themselves biobankers.  For them, biobanking is one of a 
number of activities necessary for their research.  So not 
surprisingly, the place to look for state-of-the-art biobank-
ing is in the human biobank domain. (There are excep-
tions of course.  For example the Hollings Marine Center 
Repository in Charleston, SC which has a state-of-the-art 
repository.)  Maybe this will change with time, as powerful 
genetic technologies requiring high quality samples are 
used increasingly for a wide range of environmental and 
biological research.  Those of us who attended the 2004 
ISBER annual meeting organized by Bob Hanner at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York had the 
opportunity to visit the museum’s impressive cryobank 
(The Ambrose Monnel Cryo Collection).  And, as we 
heard from Ole Seburg at last year’s meeting in Be-
thesda, there are now a growing number of cryobanks in 

    
(Continued on page 3) 

2 

Apply for ISBER  
Membership Today! 

www.isber.org/membership.html 
 

Membership Benefits Include: 
 

• Discounted meeting registration for ISBER  
meetings and the ASIP Annual Meeting  

at Experimental Biology. 
 

• Members-only access to the ISBER listserv. 
 

• Members-only access to the ISBER online  
searchable member directory. 

 

• Members-only access to Biopreservation and 
Biobanking (BB, previously Cell Preservation  

Technology) online, the official journal of ISBER. 
Members may upgrade to the print BB for an 

additional fee. 
 

• Members-only subscription rates for The American 
Journal of Pathology and The Journal of Molecular 

Diagnostics, the leading journals in their fields. 



International Society for Biological and Environmental Repositories Volume 9, Number 1, March 2009 

Message from the President (continued from page 2) 
 
natural history museums in Europe.  As evidence for the  
increased need for high quality non-human samples, take 
for example the Genome 10K project which aims to se-
quence 10,000 genomes, capturing much of the genomic 
diversity of vertebrate species (http://
genome10k.soe.ucsc.edu/).  Or consider another exam-
ple, the Moorea Biocode Project which aims to build a 
comprehensive inventory of all non-microbial life on the 
island of Moorea in French Polynesia and to develop the 
island as a model system to understand how physical, 
biological, and cultural processes interact to shape tropi-
cal ecosystems, particularly coral reefs (http://
moorea.berkeley.edu/biocode).  Both of these projects 
need large collections of high quality samples, so they will 
benefit from state-of-the-art biobanking and this is where 
clinical and population biobankers can help them. 
 
Returning to the subject of the Chinese specialist in fresh 
water algae mentioned earlier, he probably did not seri-
ously mean that human biobanking is much more impor-
tant than non-human biobanking!  A Google search on 
“algae” and “biofuels” brings up some very interesting re-
sults.  For example:  “Can algae save the world - again?  
Stuart McDill.  Tue Feb 10, 2009 PLYMOUTH, England 
(Reuters) - The microscopic green plants cleaned up the 
earth's atmosphere millions of years ago and scientists 
hope they can do it now by helping remove greenhouse 
gases and create new oil reserves.  In the distant past, 
algae helped turn the earth's then inhospitable atmos-
phere into one that could support modern life through 
photosynthesis… Cultivating crops on prime farmland to 
produce bio-diesel has been widely criticized for helping 
sustain higher food prices. But many strains of algae grow 
in sites otherwise uninhabited, from salt-water marshland 
to deserts. They can grow 20 to 30 times faster than food 
crops. Research in Plymouth includes identifying which 
strains of algae will produce the most oil or absorb the 
most CO2 in differing growing mediums.”  So reliable high 
quality biobanking may help in the search for biofuels of 
the future.  Let’s hope the algae specialists get some 
good biobanking advice!  
 
The benefits of interaction between human and non-
human biobankers do not all flow in one direction.  Clini-
cal and population biobankers can also gain from the ex-
perience of those involved in non-human sample collec-
tion, particularly with respect to resulting legal and ethical 
developments.  Take for example the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD) which is an international treaty 
aimed to sustain the diversity of life on Earth (http://
www.cbd.int/).  The resulting Bonn Guidelines (http://
www.cbd.int/abs/bonn.shtml) offer practical solutions on 
access and benefit sharing relating to non-human genetic 
resources.  In addition, the model they provide is a useful 
guide for human population genetic research initiatives 
(Sheremeta and Knoppers, 2007). (Beyond the Rhetoric: 

Population Genetics and Benefit-Sharing, Sheremeta, L. 
and Knoppers, B.M.  In:  Accessing and Sharing the 
Benefits of the Genomics Revolution.  Editors, W.B. Peter 
and C.B. Onwuekwe.  Springer Netherlands, 2007). 
 
So far we have assumed that human and non-human bio-
banks are distinct and separate entities.  However, as 
shown by the 2007 ISBER membership survey (Figure 2), 
this is not the case.  There are many predominantly hu-
man repositories that contain non-human material.  This 
is not surprising when you consider that study of human 
disease involves the study of microbes, animal reservoirs 
of infection, and environmental pollution. Equally, many 
natural history museums which contain mostly plant and 
animal material also contain some human material.  The 
fact that biobanks often contain a variety of human and 
non-human material underlines the need for harmoniza-
tion of policies and procedures between human, animal, 
plant and microbial biobanks.  This emphasizes the im-
portance of “ISBER’s Best Practices for Repositories,” the 
second edition (Editor-in-Chief, Karen Pitt), which was 
expanded to include best practices for environmental 
specimen collections in addition to human specimen col-
lections.  Associate editor, Rebecca Pugh, who is an envi-
ronmental specimen banker, made a vital contribution 
here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2:  The type of samples collected according to 
the 2007 ISBER membership survey.  The results for all 
respondents are shown in (a), while the results for bio-
banks that also contain microbial samples are shown in 
(b). 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking World (continued 
from page 1) 
 
Starting with a meeting on April 27, 1999 with 9 attendees 
hosted in Manassas, VA by ATCC (Phil Baird and Frank 
Simione of ATCC, Elaine Gunter and Barbara Kilbourne 
of CDC, Elisa Eiseman of the Rand Corporation, Frank 
Bellino of NIA, Dale Lawrence of NIAID, Jim Vaught of 
NCI, and Steve Wise of NIST), we collectively defined 
what our society should/could be and do for its member-
ship.  After two additional meetings (bringing Roger 
Aamodt, Bill Grizzle, Kathy Sexton, Elio Riboli, Bryan 
Wakeford, Mark Cosentino, Kathi Shea, and other experts 
into the fold) ISBER was formally chartered in 2000 in an 
ancillary segment of an NCI-sponsored specimen banking 
workshop in Bethesda, MD.  Dr. Sandra Wolman served 
as our Administrative Officer and mentor at UAREP, our 
first sponsor organization (before ASIP).  The first true 
stand-alone ISBER conference was held in Atlanta in 
2001 with 179 attendees, 30 vendors and Chart-MVE and 
Gentra Systems as our major sponsors, and featured a 
field trip to the CASPIR Repository.  As many of the atten-
dees for that meeting – and all of the subsequent ones – 
will attest, it was extremely gratifying to get so many good 
answers for urgent questions in one place.  So, we kept 
going! 
 
Today ISBER is a Division of the American Society for 
Investigative Pathology (ASIP), and is a thriving, truly in-
ternational organization, with more than 131 institutional 
and 140 general members (including specialized industry 
vendors) in 24 countries, a very active and informative 
website, and an official journal, Biopreservation and Bio-
banking (previously Cell Preservation Technology).  Its 

4 4 

membership has collectively changed and greatly im-
proved the landscape of specimen banking with its Best 
Practices I and II documents, using the synergy of our 
diverse membership to provide valuable contributions. 
This presentation will describe the challenges and accom-
plishments of those years, with input from ISBER’s foun-
ders and presidents to date.  
 
I have always believed that the major accomplishments of 
my term as first president were (1) that we were “born” as 
a society, and (2) that we survived!  My fellow ISBER 
presidents have led us through the next critical growth 
phase – thriving – to our current point of maturity. 
 
Jim Vaught, PhD (2001-2002), now Deputy Director of 
NCI’s Office of Biorepositories and Biospecimen Re-
search was the first recipient of the transferred ribbon of 
office as ISBER’s second president, and he brought some 
serious organizational skills to the post.  In addition to 
planning the next meeting at the Sheraton-Ferncroft re-
sort in Danvers, MA (with a field trip to the New England 
Aquarium, 316 attendees, 29 exhibitors, a focus on qual-
ity control, and all abstracts published in Biotechnic & His-
tochemistry), Jim accomplished the following:  
 
• Undertaking exhaustive web searches and personal 

contacts to reach new collections resources such as 
museum groups, cell culture organizations, seed 
banks. 

• Constantly expanding and updating the ISBER web-
site. 

• Funding relied mostly on meeting registrations, so 
budgeting for meetings became more important! 

• Creation of the Associates Advisory Board to enhance 
involvement of commercial vendor members, with Jim 
Poggi of Gentra as its first chairperson. 

• Continuing discussions about membership benefits, 
enhancing relationships with exhibitors, balancing 
membership, registration and exhibitor fees with the 
need to expand membership and attendance at meet-
ings. 

• Creation of a task force, led by Karen Pitt, to discuss 
repository accreditation, and it evolved into early dis-
cussions of ISBER Best Practices (which became the 
focus of Roger Aamodt’s presidency). 

• Beginning early discussions of changing our affiliation 
to ASIP.  

• Designation of Elaine Gunter to be ISBER’s archivist, 
at Joe Mintzer’s suggestion  

• Increasing the ISBER membership to now include 22 
large organizations, 14 medium-sized and 27 small 
organizations, in addition to more than 40 individual 
members. 

• Making the meeting presentations available on our 
web site at www.ISBER.org.  

  
Roger Aamodt, PhD (2002-2003), our third president, 
was NCI’s expert on legal and ethical issues related to the 

(Continued on page 6) 

ISBER Working Groups 
 

Biospecimen Science 
 

New additions to  
www.isber.org/wg/bs.html 

 
 

• ISBER Biospecimen Science  
 Working Group Literature Compilation 

• From Biospecimen Logistics to  
 Biospecimen Science 

• Link to “Human Biospecimen Research: 
Experimental Protocol and Quality Control 

Tools,” by members of the ISBER Working Group 
on Biospecimen Science, Cancer Epidemiol 

Biomarkers Prev 2009; 18; doi:10.1158 / 1055-
9965.EPI-08-1231, in press (April 2009) 
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Message from the President (continued from page 3) 
 
Hopefully some of the arguments above will convince 
people that there is strong justification for having a forum 
for exchange of information between human and non-
human biobanks.  This is one of ISBER’s central roles 
and no other international society sets out to do the same.   
The fact that ISBER is unique in this respect makes it all 
the more important for ISBER to be successful.   
 
So where’s the problem?  The problem is illustrated in 
Figure 2 (page 3), which shows that ISBER’s membership 
is predominantly concerned with human biobanking.  Ide-
ally, for exchange of information between human and 
non-human biobanks, our membership would need to be 
more evenly balanced.  Over the past few years, consid-
erable efforts have been made to recruit more representa-
tives of non-human biobanks but for now the imbalance 
remains.   
 
This imbalance probably has a number of underlying 
causes.  Maybe it is partly because non-human biobank-
ing has not yet developed into a discipline in the same 
way as human biobanking and there are fewer full-time 
biobankers of non-human material.  Maybe the imbalance 
in our society perpetuates itself, since with fewer respre-
sentatives of non-human biobanks we are less able to 
promote ISBER to non-human biobanks.  Having said 
this, the most significant contributing factor is probably 
financial: non-human biobanks are less well funded than 
human biobanks and their representatives find it more 
difficult to afford ISBER’s membership and registration 
fees. 
 
How can we solve this problem?  The most obvious 
answer to this question is that ISBER must reduce its 
membership and registration fees.  Easy to say, not so 
easy to do..but that is not to say it is impossible.  It is a 
job for ISBER’s leadership to identify areas in which we 
can reduce spending, without causing dissatisfaction to 
our existing members.  To give one example, the high 
standard of food and lodging at our annual meetings con-
tribute to the expense of the registration fees and hotel 
bills.  Would members find it acceptable to have more 
modest food and lodging, in the interests of attracting 
more representatives from the less well funded non-
human biobanks?  That is one issue to consider, but there 
are many other ways we can save money.  Certainly, the 
current economic downturn will encourage us to look into 
ways of economizing. 
 
Reducing expenses is one way to reduce the cost of 
membership and registration.  Another is to increase our 
revenues and we can do this by bringing in more money 
through corporate sponsorship.  This is an area that the 
ISBER Marketing Committee, chaired by Eng Chon Boon, 
is paying special attention to this year. 
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Another way to correct the imbalance between represen-
tatives of human and non-human biobanks is to market 
ISBER more aggressively to the non-human biobanks.  
Again the Marketing Committee is working on this and 
making extra efforts to reach the non-human biobanks.  
ISBER members can also help promote ISBER by word 
of mouth and obviously members who represent non-
human biobanks have a major role to play. 
 
We can also gain new members from the non-human bio-
banks by increased interaction with other societies, like 
for example the 2004 ISBER annual meeting that Bob 
Hanner organized in conjunction with the Society for 
Preservation of Natural History Collections (SPNHC) an-
nual meeting at the American Museum of Natural History 
in New York.  We should aim to have more joint meetings 
like this.  There are many other organizations we could 
partner with.  How about the World Federation for Culture 
Collections (WFCC), for example? 
 
Surprisingly perhaps, another way to correct the member-
ship imbalance is by extending ISBER’s geographic 
reach, particularly in Asia.  At least this is the case for the 
Asian Chapter, which should be established in the near 
future.  The organization of non-human biobanking is 
highly developed in parts of Asia like Korea, China and 
Japan.  This is illustrated by the list of biobanks belonging 
to the Korean Network for Research Resource Centers 
(KNRRC) headed by Professor Yeonhee Lee, which is 
given in Table 1 (page 6).  Strengthening our links with 
organizations like KNRRC will provide ISBER with access 
to the well developed non-human biobanking network in 
Asia.  This in turn will help us to reach non-human bio-
bankers in other regions of the world. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

ISBER 2009 Annual  
Meeting & Exhibits 
May 12 - 15, 2009 

 
 

Portland, Oregon USA 
Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront 

 
www.isber.org/mtgs/2009/index.html 
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So just to conclude, there are many ways in which ISBER 
can recruit more representatives of non-human biobanks.  
This is necessary for ISBER to fulfill its central, unique 
and very important purpose of providing a forum for com-
munication between the broad range of repositories 
(human and non-human) that it serves.  For the future, it 
is critical that we work hard to achieve a better balance in 
our membership, with more representatives from the non-
human biobanks.  We need to communicate the fact that 
ISBER is not just for people in human biobanking, it is 
also for people in non-human biobanking and so ISBER 
should stay: not only human, but also non-human and 
proud of it! 

Robert Hewitt 
National University of Singapore 

ISBER President 
 

Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking World (continued 
from page 4) 
 
research use of human specimens (and HIPAA) after a 
long and illustrious career as a molecular biologist; he 
now has his own consulting company for those issues.  
He gets credit for publishing the largest number of ISBER 
Newsletter issues in his tenure – four!  In his inaugural 
address, Roger emphasized the need to increase mem-
bership in ISBER, especially our international contingent.  
He indicated that the important effort towards accredita-
tion should proceed slowly, with current efforts directed to 
developing "best practices" rather than "standards."  (The 
first target area would be Cell Distribution and Storage of 
Human Tissue Specimens.)  
 
Major accomplishments in Roger’s term were: 
 

• Creating a number of small subcommittees, who be-
gan reviewing contributed existing protocols, to start 
the Best Practices creation process 

• Working with Karen Pitt, developed the ISBER Best 
Practices for Human Specimen Resources in Sup-
port of Research. 

• Initiating European Planning Committee for ISBER’s 
first international meeting in Perugia, Italy.   

• Shifting a primary focus of our meetings from human 
biorepositories to better represent the great diversity 
of repositories.  Aware that many of the issues that 
affect our human specimen collections also apply to 
environmental specimens, seed banks and museum 
collections, Roger made every attempt to reach out 
to organizations and individuals who are knowledge-
able about these issues.   

• Officially moving management of ISBER from 
UAREP to ASIP, which brought us additional man-
agement and meeting support services. 

• Publication of the newsletter on our website was initi-
ated, as well as the printed version. 

• Defining the theme for the next meeting as 
“Biodiversity and International Regulations.” 

• Working closely with the Associate Members Advi-
sory Council. (Steve Shaw of Chart-MVE became 
the second chairperson, and also served as an ad 
hoc member of the ISBER Council.  Steve created 
the Directory of Services Survey for the ISBER web-
site, to allow ISBER vendors and Associates the op-
portunity to provide a listing of their services and ca-
pabilities.) 

• The 2003 meeting was held in Philadelphia, with 239 
attendees, including a guest program for spouses, 
ably led by Diane Aamodt.  Saf-T-Pak offered a com-
pliance training workshop on shipping Infectious and 
Diagnostic Substances, which was a big hit with at-
tendees. 

(Continued on page 7) 
                                                                                                 
 

Message from the President (continued from page 3) 

Table 1.  Members of the Korean Network for  
Research Resource Centers (KNRRC) 
  
Human Biobanks 
Korea Human Biorepository Network 
Specimen Bank for Liver Cancer Research 
The Korean Leukemia Cell and Gene Bank 
Korea Lung Tissue Bank 
Korean Eye Tissue and Gene Bank 
Korea Prostate Bank 
  
Animal Biobanks 
Korean Cell Line Bank 
Aging Tissue Bank 
Bovine Genome Resources Bank 
Arthrophods of Medical Importance Bank 
Animal Bio Resources Bank 
Zebrafish Organogenesis Mutant Bank 
The Biodiversity Bank of Terrestrial Annelids 
Parasite Resource Bank 
  
Plant Biobanks 
Korea National Plant Research Resources Ctr. 
Korea Brassica Genome Resource Bank 
Plant DNA Bank in Korea 
Ginseng Genetic Resource Bank 
Gene & Material Bank for Citrus Breeding 
Arabidopsis Developmental Mutants Bank 
  
Microbial Biobanks 
Korea National Microbiology Research Resources Center 
Culture Collection  of Antimicrobial Resistant Microbes 
Plant Virus Genbank 
Extraction Collection of Useful Microorganism 
Bank for Pathogenic Viruses 
Helicobacter Pylori Korean Type Culture Collection 
Korea Marine Microalgae Culture Center 
Center  for Fungal Genetic Resources 
Culture Collection  of Environmental / Industry Microorganisms 

and Genes 
Culture Collection of Myxobacteria 
Culture Collection of  Lichen  

6 6 
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Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking World (continued 
from page 6) 

 
Robert Hanner, PhD (2003-2004), our fourth president, 
attended our first ISBER meeting and used the informa-
tion he gained there to work with Chart-MVE to create the 
Ambrose Monell Collection for Molecular and Microbial 
Research (& Cryogenic Repository) at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History in New York City.  He now works 
at the University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada, and is 
deeply involved in the Canadian Barcode of Life Project.  
Bob brought his expertise in natural history collections to 
his presidency, and helped to expand our connections to 
those organizations, culminating in our 4th ISBER Annual 
Meeting in conjunction with the 19th Annual Meeting of 
The Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collec-
tions (SPNHC), focusing on “Repository Design and Data 
Management” at the American Museum of Natural His-
tory.  The meeting included a tour of the Monell Reposi-
tory at AMNH and a 3-hour dinner cruise of New York 
Harbor. 
 
Bob firmly believes that non-human collections are the 
future of the life sciences and biotechnology in this cen-
tury.  He adds, “they suffer from many of the same chal-
lenges as human repositories and I think it is critical that 
ISBER work to unite to collections community so as to 
argue for enhanced support of all collections globally. Al-
though few non-human collections have yet joined IS-
BER, they are the ones who stand the most to gain as 
they struggle to maintain their relevance in the genomic 
and post genomic era. Moreover, because our window of 
sampling opportunity is closing for most of the world's 
biodiversity, we won’t get a second chance to make these 
collections.”  
 
Bob’s biggest challenges included: 
 
• Getting ISBER on a stronger financial footing and 

developing a 5-year plan for the society. 
• Starting negotiations for ISBER to become a semi-

autonomous Division member of ASIP. 
• Negotiating the Perugia, Italy meeting (including criti-

cal insurance to cover meeting cancellation) and hold-
ing it in the same year as the ISBER/SPNHC meeting 
at AMNH. 

• Providing a symposium on the role of repositories in 
countering bioterrorism at the ASIP meeting at Ex-
perimental Biology (led by Elaine Gunter). 

• Pushing strongly for ISBER to reach out to the plant, 
animal, and human reproductive repositories, as well 
as microbiological culture collections. 

• Creating links with SPNHC, the American Association 
of Tissue Banks (AATB), and the Laboratory Robotics 
Information Group (LRIG). 

• Continuing strong support for the Best Practices 

document completion. 
• Proposing the addition of the Repository Bibliography 

resource to the ISBER website. 
• Creating new committees to deal with membership 

issues and education and training. 
• Helping to publicize funding initiatives to ISBER 

members. 
 
Theodore E. Mifflin, PhD (2004-2005), our fifth presi-
dent, came from the University of Virginia and the Labora-
tory Robotics Information Group.  He had been involved 
in many laboratory and repository automation presenta-
tions, and brought many of those contacts to ISBER. 
 
Ted’s term included these highlights: 

 
• Holding the successful Perugia meeting (with 

Pasquale diBlasio as the lead contact in Italy) as our 
first non-U.S. meeting. 

• Securing official ISBER journal affiliation with Cell 
Preservation Technology. 

• Completion and publication of Best Practices I.  
• Expansion of the ISBER website. 
• Completion of the ASIP Division process. 
• Creation of the Associates Council (Cheryl Michels, 

Dataworks Development, as first chairperson). 
• Holding our fifth meeting in Bellevue, WA, focusing 

on “Environmental Issues and Repositories.” 
 
William E. Grizzle, MD, PhD (2005-2006), our sixth 
president, is a pathologist at the University of Alabama-
Birmingham, where he and his able colleague Kathy Sex-
ton run the UAB center of NCI’s Cooperative Human Tis-
sue Network.  Bill has been an ISBER stalwart, giving 
many presentations on lab and repository safety as well  
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Join Us! 
 

ISBER Opening Reception 
to Celebrate  

ISBER’s 10th Anniversary 
 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 
4:00—7:00 pm 

 
ISBER Annual Meeting 
Portland, Oregon USA 
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(Continued on page 8) 
 
Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking World (continued 
from page 7) 
 
as setting up tissue repositories, and he made many con-
tributions to the Best Practices documents. His hands-on 
tissue experiences brought that valuable perspective to 
ISBER.  He and Marianna Bledsoe made presentations at 
the African Organization for Research and Training in 
Cancer (AORTIC) in Dakar, Senegal, to open a dialogue 
on human tissue resources with this Third World country. 
 
Highlight’s of Bill’s challenging term included: 
• Planning and chairing the 2006 Washington DC met-

ropolitan area (Bethesda MD) ISBER meeting “The 
Repository of the Future.” 

• Working diligently to ensure ISBER’s fiscal stability.  
• Serving as a voting member of the ASIP Council, 

now that ISBER is officially a Division of ASIP. 
• Beginning planning with Frank Simone for develop-

ment of a Strategic Plan for ISBER’s future. 
• Starting planning for our Singapore 2007 ISBER 

meeting with Robert Hewitt as organizer. 
• Supporting our environmental repository colleagues: 

Four ISBER past presidents (Gunter, Vaught, 
Aamodt, and Hanner), as well as councilor Phil 
Baird, gave presentations at the International Envi-
ronmental Specimen Banking Symposium (IESBS) 
in Charleston, SC (led by ISBER members Rebecca 
Pugh, Paul Becker, and Steve Wise of NIST) to   
encourage ISBER membership among IESBS     
attendees. 

 
Frank Simione, MS (2006-2007), our seventh president, 
has spent his career at the American Type Culture Collec-
tion (ATCC), and brings the microbial collection perspec-
tive to ISBER.  From ISBER’s very inception in 1999, 
Frank has quietly and effectively worked behind the 
scenes to make things happen for the society.  In addition 
to working at ATCC’s current campus at Manassas, VA, 
Frank has been a welcome presence at CDC’s CASPIR 
Repository (which ATCC has operated since it opened in 
1997). 
 
Frank’s valuable accomplishments included: 
 
• Leading our 7th ISBER Annual and First Asia Pacific 

Region Meeting & Exhibits in Singapore, focusing on 
“International Biobanking Standards.” 

• Initiation of the Corporate Partners program for the 
2006 Meeting. 

• Completion of the second edition of ISBER Best 
Practices. 

• Improving financial management and accountability. 
• Development of a strategic plan for ISBER (these 

last two items were promised to the membership at 

the annual meeting in 2005). 
  
Marianna Bledsoe, PhD (2007-2008), our eighth presi-
dent, is now Senior Health Science Policy Analyst in the 
Clinical Research Policy Analysis and Coordination Pro-
gram (CRpac), NIH Office of Science Policy.  Marianna 
started her presidency at the Singapore meeting (263 at-
tendees from 26 countries!), a great omen for a forward-
looking presidency in which ISBER’s international expan-
sion would be an important consideration.  Under her 
leadership, ISBER made a number of important strides 
towards our goal of promoting excellence in biobanking 
internationally, and also initiated some new efforts to en-
sure that the society is responsive to the needs of its 
members. 
 
Highlights of Marianna’s term include: 
 
• Completion of the Strategic Plan and posting to the 

ISBER website for comment (see http://
www.isber.org/ISBERStrategicPlan.htm), with formal 
presentation to the membership at the ISBER Annual 
Meeting in Bethesda (May 18 – 21, 2008). 

• Making changes and initiating efforts to help us attain 
our goal of expanding ISBER’s reach internationally. 

• Restructuring and expanding the ISBER Marketing 
Committee with greater international representation to 
promote the society, with completion of a survey of 
the membership to better assess their needs. 

• Creation of the Global Expansion Fund, designed to 
increase ISBER membership and presence world-
wide by supporting additional marketing and outreach 
efforts, annual and/or satellite meetings, workshops 
or symposia outside the US. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

ISBER 2010 Annual  
Meeting & Exhibits 

May 10-14, 2010 
 
 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
De Doelen Concert Hall  
and Congress Centre 

 
www.isber.org/meetings.html 
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(Continued on page 9) 

Ten Years That Changed the Biobanking World (continued 
from page 8) 
  
• Creation of the ISBER Travel award to provide travel 

funds for individuals that are planning or currently 
managing a repository in a developing country to at-
tend the ISBER Annual Meeting. 

• Establishment of  an ISBER Awards program to rec-
ognize ISBER members for their contributions to the 
society, starting with the ISBER Special Services 
Award announced at the 2008 meeting in Bethesda. 

• Publication of the second edition of “Best Practices 
for Repositories:  Collection, Storage, Retrieval and 
Distribution of Biological Materials for Research” in 
the March 2008 issue of Cell Preservation Technol-
ogy.  The second edition, which reflects a more inter-
national perspective and includes best practices for a 
broader range of specimen types, is an important 
contribution to the field of biorepository operation and 
management. 

• Revisions in Operating Procedures/Member Privi-
leges. 

• Giving General Members voting privileges. 
• Adding additional Alternate Delegates for Organiza-

tional Members. 
• Launching of new ISBER Working Groups at the 2008 

Meeting in Bethesda, “Global Biobanking Collabora-
tions:  Challenges and opportunities,” which set a re-
cord with almost 400 attendees. 

 
Robert Hewitt, MB BS, BSc (Hons), PhD (2008-2009), 
is both our ninth and first non-US president (originally 
from England, he’s been living in Singapore for a number 
of years).  He is currently Director of the Tissue Reposi-
tory of National University Hospital and the National Uni-
versity of Singapore, but soon will become the CEO of the 
Integrated Biobank of Luxembourg.  Robert was the pri-
mary organizer for the successful Singapore Meeting, and 
has worked very effectively with the Council and ISBER 
Working Groups this year (even with a 12-hour time differ-
ence, meaning many of his conference calls were very 
late at night…). 
 
During Robert’s term, these significant accomplishments 
occurred: 
 
• ISBER became a founding member of FIBO, the Fo-

rum for International Biobanking Organizations. 
• Two new ad hoc committees were created:  The Pub-

lications Committee (Jim Vaught, chair) and the Long 
Range Planning Committee (Roger Aamodt, chair). 

• ISBER’s official journal, Cell Preservation Technol-
ogy, will change its name to Biopreservation and Bio-
banking, which better reflects our diverse member-
ship. 

• A significant increase in the number of our Corporate 
Partners, and their sponsorship dollar levels, which 
provide major support for ISBER’s overall program, 

• Very active Working Groups initiated at the ISBER 
meeting now meet monthly by conference calls, an-
nually at the conferences, and have been very pro-
ductive as they work on documents to further Re-
pository Science. 

1. Automated Repositories – Andy Zayenga, chair 
2. Biorepository Funding & Promotion (http://

www.isber.org/wg/bf&p.html) – Sara Loud and 
Hollie Schmidt, co-chairs 

3. Biospecimen Science (http://www.isber.org/wg/
bs.html) – Fay Betsou, chair 

4. Rights to & Control of Human Tissue Samples 
(http://www.isber.org/wg/hts.html) – Ty Hoover 
and Rajiv Dir, co-chairs 

5. Informed Consent Procedures for the Collection 
of Biospecimens (http://www.isber.org/wg/
informedconsent.html) – Scott Jewell, chair 

 
At our upcoming ninth annual conference, May 12-15, 
2009 in Portland, OR, we will focus on “ISBER, Celebrat-
ing a Decade of Growth and Development in International 
Biorepository Excellence.”  Our incoming tenth president, 
Peter Riegman, PhD (Tissue Resource Manager of the 
Erasmus Medical Center of Rotterdam, The Netherlands), 
will assume leadership of a dynamic organization.  One of 
his first tasks will be planning our 2010 meeting in Rotter-
dam. 
 
What we envisioned 10 years ago – and much, much 
more – has been accomplished through the leadership of 
these fine presidents, the valuable contributions of our 
institutional and individual members, and the critical 
strong and continuing support of our associate members.  
We look forward to ISBER’s next decade of further growth 
(especially in currently underserved areas of interest), 
financial stability, and scientific contributions to advance 
the field of repository science.  Just like the train in a fa-
vorite childhood book, you can call us “The Little Society 
That Could!” 
 
Acknowledgements:  I am deeply grateful to all the past 
ISBER presidents who served well and provided great 
contributions to ISBER, to Eng Bon Choon who initiated 
these historical tables as part of the ISBER new member 
packets, to Sandy Wolman who served as our guiding 
spirit in the early years, and to ISBER staff in the ASIP 
Office, including Tara Snethen, Alta Wallington, Andrea 
Jackson, Laurie Menser, Sara Hamilton, and Mark Sobel, 
who keep ISBER running smoothly.  A special thank-you 
goes to Steve Shaw of Chart-MVE, who has supported us 
from the beginning.  Without his assistance, our very first 
meeting wouldn’t have been possible.  In every way, he 
has been a major contributor in ISBER. 

 Elaine Gunter 
Specimen Solutions, LLC 
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Biobanque de Picardie  
 
The Biobanque de Picardie is a 
biorepository for research in hu-
man health, located in the 
Picardie region in northern 
France. Founded in 1990 as part 
of the activities of the Picardie 
Regional Clinical Biology Labora-
tory, and with the financial sup-
port from the Picardie Region. 
The Biobanque de Picardie be-
came a not-for-profit organization 
in 2001 with dedicated staff and 
facilities.  Its activities include 
processing and storage of human 
biological samples (this activity is 

financed by the Amiens University Hospital), validation of 
samples through their distribution to academic and indus-
trial partners, and contributing expertise and participation 
in collaborative research projects. Internal research activi-
ties focus on biospecimen research.  The Biobanque con-
sists of a team of 
6 people, one 
research scien-
tist, one clinical 
biologist, two 
technicians, one 
secretary and 
one BRC 
(Biological Re-
source Center) 
agent. 

 
The Biobanque 
de Picardie has established collaborations with academic 
and private institutions, such as WHO or the National In-
stitute for Public Health Surveillance of France. Annotated 
samples - serum, plasma, urine, PBMCs, tissues and 
their derivatives (DNA, RNA) – are distributed to end-
users who use them for the identification and validation of 
biomarkers, as well as in the context of more fundamental 
research, such as the principles of transporting bioactive 

compounds through 
biological mem-
branes.  
 
The Biobanque de 
Picardie is optimistic 
and confident in the 
future of biobanking. 
Support from the 
local authorities is 
very important and 

interest in biobanking research in Europe is also very en-
couraging.  The Picardie Biobanque was certified ISO 
9001:2000 for Biological Resource Center activities in 
2004, and participates as an expert in the BBMRI 

(Biobanks and 
Biomolecular 
Resources Infra-
structures) pro-
ject. Its projects 
for the future 
include further 
development of 
collaborations 
with external 
partners, ISO 

17025 accreditation, development of pre-analytical re-
search activities in order to improve management of the 
quality of the different types of samples and derivatives, 
and creation of a University Diploma on Biobanking which 
will operate in the academic year 2008-9 at the University 
of Picardie. 
 
Dr. Fay Betsou is the technical and quality 
manager of the Biobanque, and has been 
an active member of ISBER since 2000.  In 
addition to serving as a Council and Educa-
tion and Training Committee member, she is 
now coordinating the ISBER Working Group 
on Biospecimen Science. 
 
References 
- F Betsou. Biobanks in immunoanalysis and specialised 
biology. Immunoanal Biol Spec 2006, 21: 327-332. 
 
- C Chaigneau, T Cabioch, K Beaumont, F.Betsou. Serum 
biobank certification and the establishment of quality con-
trols for biological fluids: examples of serum biomarker 
stability after temperature variation. Clin. Chem. Lab. 
Med. 2007, 45: 1390-1395. 
 
- F Betsou, A Luzergues, A Carter, P Geary, P Riegman, 
B Clark, M Morente, J.Vaught, R Dhirr, C.Druez-Vérité, 
and the Marble Arch Working Group on International Bio-
banking. Towards norms for accreditation of biobanks for 
human health and medical research: compilation of exist-
ing guidelines into an ISO certification/accreditation norm-
compatible format. The Quality Assurance Journal, in 
press. 
 
- J Lengellé, E Panopoulos, F Betsou. Soluble CD40-
Ligand as a biomarker for storage-related preanalytic 
variations of human serum. Cytokine, in press. 
 
- PHJ Riegman, MM Morente, F Betsou, P deBlasio, P 
Geary and the Marble Arch International Working Group 
on Biobanking for Biomedical Research. Biobanking for 
better healthcare. Mol. Oncology, in press. 
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Focus on ISBER Corporate Partner —  
ELPRO Services, Inc.  
 
Elpro Services, Inc., a Silver Corporate Sponsor for IS-
BER, is a leading manufacturer of high quality tempera-
ture, humidity, and CO2 dataloggers, providing recording 
and monitoring solutions while observing regulatory com-
pliances (GMP/GLP/FDA 21CFR11). LAN/W-LAN solu-
tions are fully scalable to meet your central monitoring 
requirements and future growth.  
 
 
Our New Libero PDF-logger® (No Software Required) 
provides simple cold chain 
monitoring of temperature 
sensitive pharmaceuticals. 
This ground-breaking con-
cept of producing the report 
in a PDF file eliminates the 
need to install, qualify and 
validate any specific soft-
ware at destination. Avail-
able in 100 and 400 day 
models, our Libero PDF-
logger® also supports com-
pliance with FDA standard 
21 CFR 11. 
 
Offering more dimensions with independent PDF 
Logger®s.  Temperature and humidity data evaluation 
without any software, PDF/A report inclusive, via USB 
port anywhere in the world: 
 
 

ISBER CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 
Enhance your corporate image! 
Gain competitive advantages! 

ISBER connects the biomedical research, informatics, and repository science  
community with the biotech and pharmaceutical industries through mutually beneficial partnerships. 

 ISBER organizational (Official) members are invited to participate as Corporate Partners.  
Corporate Partnerships are designed to provide our member organizations additional  
high-visibility opportunities to highlight their company, products and services at the  

Annual Meeting and on the ISBER website; providing unparalleled opportunities to connect with 
professionals in the specimen collection and storage industry in domestic and international  

markets. Corporate Partnerships are renewable each year and support the educational  
initiatives of the Society through unrestricted educational grants at three levels of support: 

Platinum Partnership, $15,000/year  
Gold Partnership, $7,500/year  
Silver Partnership, $3,500/year  

 
See http://www.isber.org/cp.html for details on benefits! 

   

SAVE THE DATE! 
ISBER 2010 Annual Meeting & Exhibits 

May 10-14, 2010 
 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
De Doelen Concert Hall and Congress Centre 

 

LIBERO Ti1-D (Dry Ice) 
Libero PDF Logger® with internal  
temperature sensor    
Temperature range: -800C…+700C 
Battery life: 100 days or 20 days at  
-800C(dry ice) 

 
 
LIBERO Te1-N & Pe1-P (External 
Sensors)   
NTC sensor -800C…+850C 
Te1-P with PT100 sensor  
-2000C…+2000C 
Battery life: 3 years 

 
 
LIBERO THi1 (Temperature &  
Humidity)   
Libero PDF Logger® with internal 
temperature & humidity sensor 
Temperature range: -800C…+700C/
humidity range: 0..100% 
Battery life: 3 years 

 
210 Millcreek Road 
Marietta, OH  45750 
P: 740 568-9900 
F: 740 568-9399 
www.elpro.com 
sales@elpro.us 
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Marketing Committee (continued) 
 
Elaine W. Gunter, MT (ASCP), Specimen Solutions, LLC, Tucker, GA, 
USA 
Samuel Hester, Canadian Biosample Repository, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Robert Hewitt, MB BS, BSc (Hons), PhD, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore 
Joseph Kessler, Merck Research Labs, Wayne, PA, USA 
Yeonhee Lee, PhD, Korea National Research Resource Center, Seoul, 
Republic of Korea 
Cheryl Michels, Dataworks Development, Inc., Mountlake Terrace, 
WA, USA 
Heather Siefers, MS, SeraCare Life Sciences, Frederick, MD, USA 
Ricardo Luis A. Silva, MD, Instituto Nacional De Cancer, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil 
Daniel Simeon-Dubach, MD, MHA, Foundation Biobank-Suisse, 
Switzerland 
Wei Ling Tan, BSc (Hons), National University Hospital, Singapore 
Heather Thorne, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Melbourne, 
Australia 
David Wellis, PhD, Genvault Corporation, Carlsbad, CA, USA 
Andy Zaayenga, REMP, Martinsville, NJ, USA 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
Marianna J. Bledsoe, MA, CRpac/NIH Office of Science Policy, 
Bethesda, MD, USA, Chair 
Pasquale De Blasio, BioRep S.r.l., Milan, Italy 
Elaine W. Gunter, MT (ASCP), Specimen Solutions, LLC, Tucker, GA, 
USA 
David Horsfall, PhD, Hanson Institute for Medical Research, Australian 
Prostate Cancer Bioresource, Adelaide, Australia 
Cheryl Michels, Dataworks Development, Inc., Mountlake Terrace, 
WA, USA 
 
Program Committee 
 
Peter H.J. Riegman, PhD, Erasmus MC Tissue Bank, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands, Chair 
Paul Bartels, Wildlife Biological Resource Centre, National Zoological 
Gardens, Pretoria, South Africa  
Marianna J. Bledsoe, MA, CRpac/NIH Office of Science Policy, 
Bethesda, MD, USA 
Rajiv Dhir, MD, UPMC Shadyside, Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
Andrew Glass, MD, Kaiser Permanente Center for Heath Research, 
Portland, OR, USA 
Marianne K. Henderson, MS, NCI/NIH/DHHS, Bethesda, MD, USA 
Robert Hewitt, MB BS, BSc (Hons), PhD, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore 
David Horsfall, PhD, Hanson Institute for Medical Research, Australian 
Prostate Cancer Bioresource, Adelaide, Australia 
Barbara O'Brien, MPH, Westat, Rockville, MD, USA 
Anil R. Prasad, MD, Southern Arizona VA Healthcare System, Tucson, 
AZ, USA 
Katherine C. Sexton, MBA, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Birmingham, AL, USA 
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2008-2009 ISBER Committees: 
 
Education & Training Committee 
 
Karen E. Pitt, PhD, National Cancer Institute-DCEG, Bethesda, MD, 
USA, Chair 
Fay Betsou, DrSc, HDR, Biobanque de Picardie, Saluex, France 
Lori D. Campbell, CDC CASPIR Facility, ATCC, Lawrenceville, GA, 
USA 
Lisa Miranda, Biobusiness Consulting, Inc., Lowell, MA, USA 
Rebecca Pugh, MS, National Institute of Standards & Technology, 
Charleston, SC, USA 
Katherine Sexton, MBA, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Birmingham, AL, USA 
Amy P.N. Skubitz, PhD, University of Minnesota Cancer Center, 
Minneapolis, MN, USA 
Stella Somiari, PhD, Windber Research Institute, Windber, PA, USA 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Phil Baird, MS, Kendle International, Rockville, MD, USA, Chair 
Marianna J. Bledsoe, MA, CRpac/NIH Office of Science Policy, 
Bethesda, MD, USA 
Eng Chon Boon, PhD, National University Hospital, Singapore  
Lisa Devereux, Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute, Melbourne, 
Australia 
Robert Hewitt, MB BS, BSc (Hons), PhD, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore 
Cheryl Michels, Dataworks Development, Inc., Mountlake Terrace, 
WA, USA 
Karen E. Pitt, PhD, National Cancer Institute-DCEG, Bethesda, MD, 
USA 
Peter H.J. Riegman, PhD, Erasmus MC Tissue Bank, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands 
 
Marketing Committee 
 
Eng Chon Boon, PhD, National University Hospital, Singapore, Chair  
Phil Baird, MS, Kendle International, Rockville, MD, USA 
Maria Fernanda Correa de Adjounian, PhD, Universidad Central de 
Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela 
Trisha Dowling, Biomatrica, Inc., San Diego, CA, USA 

2008-2009 ISBER Council: 
 

Robert Hewitt, MB BS, BSc (Hons), PhD, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore, President 
Peter H.J. Riegman, PhD, Erasmus MC Tissue Bank, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands, President-Elect 
Marianna J. Bledsoe, MA, CRpac/NIH Office of Science Policy, 
Bethesda, MD, USA, Past President 
Phil Baird, MS, Kendle International., Rockville, MD, USA, Secretary-
Treasurer 
 

Councilors: 
Fay Betsou, Biobanque de Picardie, Saluex, France 
Lisa Devereux, Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute, Melbourne, 
Australia 
Lisa Miranda, Biobusiness Consulting, Inc. Lowell, MA, USA 
Rebecca Pugh, MS, National Institute of Standards and Technology, 
Charleston, SC, USA 
Katherine C. Sexton, MBA, University of Alabama Medical Center, 
Birmingham, AL, USA 
 

Executive Officer:  
Mark E. Sobel, MD, PhD, ASIP, Bethesda, MD, USA 
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