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WOULD YOUR BIOREPOSITORY PASS A 
CAP INSPECTION? 
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 
Would your biorepository benefit from both a CAP inspection as well as CAP 
Accreditation?  

According to Melissa Olson, PhD, Director of the Genetic Resources Core  
Facility (GRCF) Biorepository & Cell Center at the Johns Hopkins School of Me-
dicine, the answer to both questions are yes and absolutely. READ MORE > 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
GOING GLOBAL! 
Fay Betsou, DrSc HDR, ISBER President 2013-2014 
Dear ISBER Members, Happy New Year!  

The year 2014 begins with two announcements of significant importance in 
the field of Biobanking and I am extremely excited to share this news with you.  
The first is the formation of an ISO Technical Committee focused on Biotech-
nology that includes Biobanking, and the second is the formation of Regions 
within ISBER. 

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) created and held the 
inaugural meeting of a newly formed ISO Technical Committee: the ISO TC276 
“Biotechnology”, which includes Biobanking in its scope. READ MORE > 

BIOREPOSITORY PROFILE:  
AURORA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Natalie Polinske, Manager, Biorepository Program 

Aurora Health Care is a private, not-for-profit integrated health care provider 
serving ethnically diverse communities throughout eastern Wisconsin and 
northern Illinois. Over 1.2 million patients are served within Aurora’s 15 hospi-
tals, 159 clinics, pharmacies, large clinical laboratory (ACL) and homecare or-
ganization. In 2013, Aurora Health Care launched the Aurora Research Institute 
(ARI) to centralize its many existing research endeavors and open the door for 
more studies, partnerships and collaborations. READ MORE > 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.isber2014.org/
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(continued from page 1)  The first meeting of 
the Committee was held in December in 
Berlin and a Working Group on biobanks 
and bioresources was formed. Finally, six 
years after the first time we discussed 
quality assurance and biobank certifica-

tion in the plenary session of our ISBER 2008 meeting in 
Singapore, ISO has decided to work on Biobanking. The ex-
pected outcomes of this work include development of inter-
national standards for Biobank certification, and technical 
specifications relevant to our field. Clearly, this is a long ex-
pected recognition of our profession and of a market need. 
ISO standards will allow us to attain standard and globally 
recognized certification and will facilitate biospecimen use 
and exchange worldwide.  
 
The international character of ISO corresponds to the re-
quirements of global collaboration between biobanks and 
their customers and stakeholders, and the need for integra-
tion with other international standards applying to domains 
such as diagnostics, reference materials, or agriculture. It 
also underlines the global impact of biobanks. 
 
The second announcement is the decision taken unanimou-
sly by the Board of Directors, during the face to face meeting 
last October, that ISBER should work to transform itself into 
a truly global society with geographic Regions. It was also at 
the 2008 meeting in Singapore that the seeds of this long 
expected evolution were planted when Manuel Morente 
(current President of ESBB) proposed this strategy to Council. 
These ideas have taken root, grown and are now bearing 
fruit. 

The ISBER Regions will initially be the Americas, Europe-
Middle East-Africa, China, and Indo-Pacific Rim. All Regions 
will be equal and have representation on the ISBER Board of 
Directors. The objective of Regions is to construct regional 
identity in a global Society. Regions exist because there are 
differences – different laws and regulations, cultures, lan-
guages, markets – and because there is a real sense of regio-

nal identity and a justified need for autonomy amongst their 
members. At the same time, since biospecimen technicalities 
and usage are anchored in universal scientific knowledge, 
and globally available equipment, Regions need to belong to 
a Society of Regions to realise their full potential on the Glo-
bal scene. As soon as a Region is implemented, each Member 
will be a member of a Region, with membership at the level 
of the Global Society.    

ISBER will need to make many governance and operational 
changes; including global and Regional elections, participa-
tion of all the Regions in the Society’s governance structures, 
implementation of Regional Directors-at-Large, development 
of new global budget models, certain Regional Committees, 
and of course, Regional meetings. Work has already started 
to implement these changes in the Bylaws of the Society and 
a proposal was made to the ESBB Executive Committee to 
join in this global effort. The first official text that you will 
soon see on our website is the ISBER Regional Charter.  

As ISBER regional members, you will have rights and respon-
sibilities. Regions and Regional members will have the right 
to use the Society name and brand (according to established 
ISBER policies), to receive all benefits of Society members, to 
participate in Society governance, to develop and implement 
regional structures, governance, programs and procedures, to 
submit regional grant applications, to organise regional 
meetings beyond the global annual ISBER meeting, and to 
develop curricula for the benefit of regional members. As 
ISBER Regional members, you will have the responsibility to 
represent the Region in the Society governance, to follow 
ISBER Bylaws and procedures, to adhere to the rules related 
to the use of the Society’s name and brand, and to contribute 
to the global activities. READ MORE > 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fay Betsou, DrSc HDR, ISBER President 2013-2014 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 2)  As the representative of the ISBER Board, I am pleased to confirm today the Board’s commitment to:  

 Modify and maintain its bylaws to provide the framework for a regional organization to ensure regional autonomy  

 Ensure regional participation in the Society’s governance 

 Maintain the Society as a coordinated, cohesive whole 

 Maintain overall control and protection of the integrity of the Society services and brand 

The ISBER Board of Directors aspire to an ISBER that is a strong and respected voice in the world of biobanking, speaking 
out on major issues related to biobanks; that strengthens and enlarges its regional and international networks , that has a 
global relevance and profile; that is devoted to improving the practices of all people handling and using biospecimens for 
research.  

The Board is interested in hearing your opinions and views on these developments. If you want to share any ideas, or if you 
want to learn more specifics about either the ISOTC276 or the ISBER global strategy, please feel free to contact me directly,  
president@isber.org or fay.betsou@ibbl.lu . I will be glad to answer your questions and forward to the Board any sugges-
tions you may have. 

Global standards and a global Society, a bright future ahead! 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fay Betsou, DrSc HDR, ISBER President 2013-2014 
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 (continued from page 1) In April of 2012, the biorepository be-
came the twelfth accredited by CAP.   The CAP accreditation 
program for biorepositories is relatively new, having begun 
in 2012.  The process, which Olson described as a “major 
reorganizational effort”, was well worth it. 

CAP accreditation, famous for its detailed checklists to en-
sure that quality policies and procedures are in place, offers 
for the biorepository “an overall outline to look at every as-
pect of this industry and make sure that all the pieces work 
together,” Olson said.  And even though an inspection can 
sound like a way to ensure sleepless nights, the end result – 
standardization - is actually stress-reducing. 

Because the GRCF is both a bioprocessing as well as a 
biostorage center, the day long inspection was conducted by 
two laboratory peers. The biorepository inspector was him-
self a biorepository  professional, and focused on specific 
biobanking procedures. The other inspector was a general 
laboratory CAP inspector who focused on the bioprocessing 
policies and procedures of the center.  Accreditation is a two 
year process. A year after certification, the biobank does a 
self-evaluation. A year after that, inspectors return for ano-
ther on site evaluation.  

Barbara Glazer recently served as Pre-Analytical Services 
Director for a biobank serving in the management of clinical 
trials. Like Olson, she recently oversaw the successful accre-
ditation process for that facility, and has since also served as 
a CAP biobank inspector. Having been involved in the pro-
cess from both ends, she sees tremendous benefit in the pro-
gram as a peer review process. 

“Whether you are an inspector, or being inspected, it’s a 
great opportunity to share ideas and different processes,” 
Glazer said. “The checklist is very comprehensive, and that 
helps to identify where you have gaps, and highlight where 
you can target improvements.  For example, as a result of 
CAP, we instituted an ongoing competency re-assessment  

program. New employees are fully trained in the SOPs, but a 
formal re-assessment program can make sure they do not 
over time drift away from SOPs, and if so, identify where re-
training may be needed.” 

The GRCF Biorepository & Cell Center at Johns Hopkins was 
established in 1989 by Dr. Margaret Penno to produce im-
mortalized cell lines from human blood.  The center now 
serves as an on-site biorepository, as well as a bioprocessing 
center specializing in mammalian cell culture propagation, 
primary cell establishment, lymphocyte isolation, blood se-
paration and lymphoblastoid cell line establishment. The 
center has processed more than 25,000 blood specimens and 
serves approximately 300 investigators, mostly at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine but from other outside resear-
chers as well. Today, the biorepository stores up to 1 million 
vials and supports a wide array of research done at Johns 
Hopkins.  

 Olson, who joined the GRCF in 2012, discussed how the CAP 
accreditation process can make a well operated biobank 
even better. 

“It’s a very involved process from which I have learned a lot. 
CAP provides a guidebook that directs and suggests ways to 
improve the overall structure and flow of the biorepository. 
They are there to help you.“ Olson said.   

“We’ve always had SOP’s (standard operating procedures) 
and policies, but the CAP accreditation process helped us to 
formalize this process and ensure routine revisiting,” Olson 
explained, adding that the process not only helps ensure 
specimen integrity and storage conditions, but also business 
development and contingency plans. 

“It’s important to CAP that if and when mistakes happen, and 
they understand they will happen, there are quality methods 
in  place to track and respond to these  situations,” she ex-
plained. READ MORE > 

WOULD YOUR BIOREPOSITORY PASS A COLLEGE OF  
AMERICAN PATHOLOGISTS (CAP) INSPECTION?  
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 4)  

Specimen security/data security 

Sample security and integrity, both in a physical sense as 
well as the data behind it, go hand in hand.  The CAP inspec-
tors wanted to make sure that samples and their data were 
protected.  With sample security, the inspectors wanted to 
make certain there were freezer locks, and that the site was 
secure from unauthorized access.   Of great interest was the 
temperature monitoring, with a reliable alarm system, and 
data security management. Backups need to be in place, with 
guidelines on how often to check temperatures, and that 
alarms actually worked. 

 “CAP’s approach is to protect the specimen,” Olson ex-
plained. “They want to know you can find a specimen at any 
time and that the integrity of the specimen is always main-
tained. For example, if a specimen resides outside of a freez-
er for any length of time, the environmental conditions of 
that space must also be monitored.” 

Similarly, with regard to data security, the inspectors took 
special note of whether the software that housed the sample 
data was safe from intrusions from outside the facility. And, 
within the facility, that permissions and rights were properly 
restricted, and that the audit trail could reliably trace the life 
of each sample and vial.  

“The audit trail was really critical to CAP, and something 
they took great interest in seeing. We were able to demon-
strate to their satisfaction that for every change made, we 
could track it through the audit trail.  This was really key,” 
Olson said. 

 

 

30 Spot Checks 

Olson said that the inspectors put the site through “30 spot 
checks”.  Although every inspection is different, part of 
Olson’s quality control measures are to spot check 30 sam-
ples at random weekly.  In her case, the inspector wanted to 
be part of that quality measure. “And we got them, we got all 
30 of them,” Olson said proudly. 

“They may ask, ‘Tell me – you pulled a sample this week. Go 
find it in the freezer, and tell me the one that is next to it, 
and show me that it matches your database.’ They want to 
make sure the database you’re using does match your inven-
tory.” Also of great importance to the CAP inspectors, Olson 
said, was the ability to restrict data access according to a 
hierarchy. 

“It has to be clear to CAP what roles various repository mem-
bers play in specimen management.  We showed a defined 
population of people who could modify data and others that 
were ‘read only’.” 

In the end, quality sample management means quality re-
sults in research studies. Olson, who came to the GCRF  
Biorepository & Cell Center from a research background in 
private industry, appreciates the industry standard CAP pro-
motes, even within basic research.  “We are supporting aca-
demia but at the same time running a business.  We want 
our standards to be a step higher than the general academic 
environment”, Olson said.  

“Biobanking is a relatively new field, and there is a lot of 
variety and diversity,” Glazer said. “Whether the bank is for 
managing samples for clinical trials, for general population 
or disease specific studies, academic or industry, what CAP 
accreditation can do is help develop common standards in 
this environment that will raise the quality for everyone and 
ultimately the end-user.” READ MORE > 

WOULD YOUR BIOREPOSITORY PASS A COLLEGE OF AMERI-
CAN PATHOLOGISTS (CAP) INSPECTION?  
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 5)  Certification however, does not serve 
as the ends in itself but rather a beginning of a process that 
promises an on-going re-assessment for the facility.  Glazer 
pointed out that the CAP inspection can help a facility devel-
op a quality management plan, in which quantifiable meas-
urements (e.g., number of quality incidents over a period of 
time) are identified and tracked.  But an important part of the 
re-assessment and re-inspection is to look at the data and 
trends and determine whether those quality measurements 
are meaningful, or whether better measurements of quality 
are needed.  

Like Glazer, Olson also worked in industry (as a discovery 
scientist) before joining the GRCF. To her, the bottom line is 
that if she were to return to doing research herself, she 
would put her trust in a CAP accredited biobank. 

“CAP accreditation is a voluntary program that demands a 
laboratory go well beyond acceptable quality and regulatory 
compliance measures to help achieve the highest standards 
of excellence in their services. If I were currently an investi-
gator wanting to store my biospecimens in a repository, I 
would only store in a CAP accredited facility,” Olson said. 
“It’s important to understand the environment your speci-
mens are in at all times. CAP is vital in guiding to ensure 
measures are in place that help to guarantee specimens are 
under the best possible conditions, and there are plans in 
place in case something unwanted and unforeseen does hap-
pen.” 

  

WOULD YOUR BIOREPOSITORY PASS A COLLEGE OF AMERI-
CAN PATHOLOGISTS (CAP) INSPECTION?  
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 

Melissa Olson, Director of the 
GRCF Biorepository  

Entrance of the GRCG, with CAP Accreditation  
certificate proudly hanging on the wall  

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.isber2014.org/about/general-conference-information/
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(continued from page 1) 
Consenting Patients 

Aurora patients are asked to participate in the ORBIT pro-
gram during the registration process. The consent process is 
overseen by Aurora’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) and 
reviewed on an annual basis. Since November 2011, more 
than 75,000 patients have agreed to donate leftover clinical 
samples and allow access to their medical record for re-
search purposes. 

Biospecimens 

All leftover blood tubes from Aurora’s hospitals are trans-
ported to the biorepository laboratory on a daily basis. The 
samples are then sorted for consent using a Tecan Freedom 
EVO system. Specimens may be stored in a -20°C REMP ro-
botic freezer until requested for research, or the specimens 
may be provided immediately to researchers. Approximately 
200 new patient samples are added to the biorepository in-
ventory on a daily basis. 

Clinical Data 

Over the last few years Aurora has transitioned and imple-
mented one electronic health record throughout its entire 
health care system. This standardization has allowed ORBIT 
to easily access the longitudinal clinical data from Aurora’s 
diverse patient population, which can then be linked to all of 
its biospecimens.  ORBIT also provides the opportunity to 
build study-specific cohorts quickly and efficiently.  All clini-
cal data for ORBIT is managed by ARI’s Research Analytics 
team, and is provided to researchers in a de-identified man-
ner. Trained honest brokers maintain a link to identifiable 
information so that patient records can be regularly updated. 

Services Provided 

Biospecimens and associated clinical data can be provided to 
both internal and external researchers. All requests are re-

viewed by a specimen approval committee. The following 
two services can be provided: 

Biobanked samples – These specimens have already been 
collected and frozen, and are ideal for DNA-based research.  
Thousands of blood samples have been collected from both 
healthy individuals and those diagnosed with various medi-
cal conditions. 

Fresh samples – This process allows for the prospective col-
lection of specific specimen cohorts to be pulled prior to 
freezing. Cohorts can be identified by any criteria accessible 
through the medical record such as age, gender, race, diag-
nosis, medications, procedures or lab test results. 

Research Outcomes 

ORBIT resources have been utilized for several studies in-
cluding those focused on pancreatitis, cancer, cardiovascular 
disease and preeclampsia. Due to some exciting partnership 
opportunities, ORBIT will be greatly increasing utilization of 
specimens and data in a variety of research studies.  

Future Plans 

The ORBIT program has plans to expand its biospecimen 
collection, processing, and storage services in 2014.  In addi-
tion, a web-based tool will be launched which will allow 
researchers to quickly query ORBIT’s biospecimen inventory, 
and submit requests online. The ultimate goal is to use Auro-
ra’s large library of biological samples to shorten the re-
search timeline, get drugs and other medical therapies to 
patients faster, and reduce health care costs. 

We are always interested to hear about the needs of re-
searchers, and how we may be able to support new studies. 
For additional information please contact Natalie Polinske at 
natalie.polinske@aurora.org.  

BIOREPOSITORY PROFILE: AURORA RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Open-access Robotic Biorepository and Informatics Technology (ORBIT) 
Natalie Polinske, Manager, Biorepository Program 

http://www.isber.org/
mailto:natalie.polinske@aurora.org
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Most people outside the biobanking spectrum don’t know 
what a SPREC (Standard Pre-analytical Code) is. Let’s be ho-
nest though…everyone outside the biobanking world doesn’t 
even know that a SPREC exists. In other words, people don’t 
know how important the quality of the biospecimens is for 
future research in healthcare and biotechnology. This is a 
communications challenge. Another problem is that some-
times, when I have to use the SPREC code, I feel like I am 
solving a riddle. The scientist in me wonders, “What would 
be a good way to simultaneously solve a puzzle and explain 
the SPREC?”  

Have any of you ever heard of Geocaching? I hope that this is 
a resounding yes!  On the offhand chance it would be a no, 
geocaching is a sort of worldwide treasure hunt. The sear-
cher goes to the website, www.geocaching.com, and 
searches an area for a potential cache. Once in the field at 
the site, the searcher finds the cache, logs it and then re-
places it where it was. One type of cache available is the 
“Unknown” cache. This allows for the resolution of a puzzle 
or riddle that will lead to the final location of a cache. I have 
designed a cache with the SPREC in mind. The hunter will 
first have to solve a SPREC riddle, or two, and then go to the 
site and find it. Since most Geocachers are puzzle oriented 
people, I believe this will be an interesting way to get SPREC 
knowledge to some masses. I plan on having the cache avai-
lable in late April or May. If there are any Geocachers out 
there…good luck!      

Editor’s note: I am as perplexed about what geocaching is as 
many of you are probably perplexed about what Words With 
Friends is, but it sounds like a great way to do FLAT ISBER, in-
ternet style! Looking forward to  finding your SPREC cache, 
Brian! - RM 

GET READY FOR GEOCACHING –  
ISBER STYLE! 
Brian De Witt, Sequencing Assistant Scientist, IBBL 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.isber.org/?page=SPREC
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Problem:  
Find a label for the cap of a vial tube that will stay on the 
cap in Liquid Nitrogen (LN) storage and remain on the cap 
during the transfer from a dewar to long term ultralow freez-
er storage. 

Background: Jerilyn Pecotte, Ph.D., Staff Scientist at the 
Southwest National Primate Research Center at the Texas 
Biomedical Research Institute, is responsible for the collec-
tion of 42 small aliquots of tissues from selected necropsies 
of non-human primates to be archived in the center’s reposi-
tory. The repository holds valuable non-human primate sam-
ple tissue sets which have been collected for the past 15 
years. Because these samples are expected to be of immense 
value to future investigators for decades into the future, it is 
important to Pecotte and the center that the aliquots are 
stored with integrity, in small yet secure vials for accessing 
with a minimum of thawing, and bar coded for potential au-
tomation in the future.  

During the collection and processing, tubes are filled and 
then placed into a LN dewar.  Later, they are poured from 
the dewar into a plastic sieve and placed into the freezer.   

To save on freezer space, a 0.4ml cryotube from Evergreen 
with tube dimensions at 1/2" wide and 1” tall permitted 3 
aliquots to fit in one slot in a single 3” tall cardboard freezer 
box. Pecotte searched for a combination label for the vials 
that would include a rectangular shaped label with human 
readable information on the side of the tube, along with a 
round label for the cap top that would also hold the sample 
identifier in the form of a datamatrix bar code to convert to a 
bar code system.  

Pecotte tested a number of label samples from cryogenic 
label suppliers, based on their recommendations.  She would 
place labels on 8-12 vials and vial caps, and place them into 
liquid phase LN for 30 minutes to one hour to simulate col-
lection time. She then poured the LN and vials into the plas-

tic sieve. In most cases, she found that although the rectan-
gular label placed on the side of the vial often held securely, 
she was getting poor results with the cap labels. It turns out 
that while many of the labels were tested on polypropylene, 
the caps of the 0.4 ml vial were made of a different plastic 
(polyethylene) as well as a raised brand name was on the top 
of the cap. Pecotte was reluctant to switch to a different vial 
after trying some similar brands and sizes because these 
caps rarely separated from the tube or leaked when placed 
in LN, another 1”tube with a wide enough mouth to insert 
tissue could not be located and the vials fit perfectly into the 
freezer box slot. (Note: because this is not a true scientific 
test and there are always extenuating circumstances – all 
tested labels have passed other tests and are successfully 
used by other biorepositories - we are withholding brand 
information. Nevertheless, the results are useful to share).  

Pecotte noted the following results: 
 
Label “1” - out of 10 labeled on cap and sides, only 2 held 
on the caps; 6 labels placed of the vial sides held.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label “2”  - most sides held on, but a number of cap labels 
came off. 
 
Label “3” - out of 11 labeled cap and sides, 8 cap labels 
held; 3 came off (see below): READ MORE > 

BETTER MOUSETRAP: GETTING CAP LABELS TO STICK IN  
LIQUID NITROGEN AND VIAL TRANSFER 
Rick Michels and Jerilyn Pecotte, Ph.D   

Above, after pouring out the LN and vials, cap labels would 
often detach from the cap, while the label on the side typically 
held.  

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Label “4” – 5 of 10 cap labels detached 

Pecotte worked with the label manufacturers, who suggested certain tips in placing the labels in order to improve results 
including attaching the labels 24 hours in advance. Results remained spotty in most cases. 

Solution:  Pecotte tested a fourth label, from LabTag, by GA International. She placed the Cryostuck labels (CAT: FSL-
52  0.94”x0.5”+0.437”) on 12 vials and repeated the test (one hour in an LN2 filled dewar, then poured out). All 12 cap and 
side labels remained in place. The labels did not require any special instructions for proper adherence. They were placed on 
the vials and immediately placed into LN2.  It demonstrates the importance of testing labeling supplies with individual pro-
tocols. 

 

BETTER MOUSETRAP: GETTING CAP LABELS TO STICK IN  
LIQUID NITROGEN AND VIAL TRANSFER 
Rick Michels and Jerilyn Pecotte, Ph.D   

Above: Label “3” – 3 cap labels of 11 detached Above:  All 12 Cryostuck labels from LabTag, GA International, 
remained in place after 1 hour in an LN2 dewar and then 
poured out.  

Get ready now for the ISBER 5K Run/Walk fundraiser.   

Proceeds benefit the Global Expansion fund. Register here 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.labtag.com
http://www.isber2014.org/other-activities-2/5k-fun-run/
http://www.isber2014.org/other-activities-2/5k-fun-run/
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Taylor-Wharton CryoScience is pleased 
to announce the second round of its 
Partners for Life Achievement Program.  
This initiative honours excellence in 
biorepository research programs in-
volved in different medical research 
fields.   
 
For 2014, Taylor-Wharton has selected 
the topic “Autism Research.”  As de-
scribed by the International Center for 
Autism Research and Education, “Autism 

is the most common condition in a group of developmental 
disorders known as the autism spectrum disorders (ASDs). 
Autism is characterized by impaired social interaction, prob-
lems with verbal and nonverbal communication, and unusu-
al, repetitive, or severely limited activities and interests. Au-
tistic disorder is the most commonly known type of ASD, but 
there are others, including Asperger syndrome.“ 
 
CDC’s National Center on Birth Defects & Developmental 
Disabilities estimates that three to six children out of every 
1,000 will have autism, or as many as one in every 91 chil-
dren by other estimates. Males are likely to be affected as 
much as four times more often than females. The Partners 
for Life Program aims to play a role in promoting research to 
develop improved treatment or possibly even a cure for this 
family of conditions. 
 
Autism research biorepositories represent an excellent biore-
pository research topic, and many of the brain specimens are 
donated from deceased persons of all ages. Brain tissue col-
lections had an especially challenging year in 2012. In July, a 
freezer failure at the Harvard Brain Tissue Resource Center 
at McLean Hospital in Belmont, MA damaged one-third of 
the world’s largest donated brain collection for autism re-
search.  In October, Hurricane Sandy wiped out power to 
New York University’s Langone Medical Center, leading to 
the loss of precious biological samples and laboratory ani-
mals in the neuroscience and cancer research areas. 
Autism research continues more diligently than ever, howev-
er.  In May 2013, Autism BrainNet was launched as a nation-
al virtual brain bank to acquire brain tissue from recently 
deceased persons with autism spectrum disorder to share 
these tissues for research purposes. There are a number of 
brain banks worldwide involved in many areas of neurologi-

cal disorders, and a growing number of autism spectrum- 
specific biorepositories or specimen collections.   
 
To recognize this critical research area and to provide a valu-
able cryogenic resource for biospecimen preservation, Taylor
-Wharton invites biorepository groups worldwide to apply for 
the 2014 award. As described by Luke Bradshaw, CryoSci-
ence Sales Manager for the Americas:  "Taylor Wharton has 
produced another specially manufactured version of our pop-
ular LABS20K cryogenic freezer, incorporating the recog-
nized ribbon for autism research into the T-W logo. As previ-
ously, this freezer will be on display at trade shows and oth-
er industry events throughout the year.”  
 
Researchers will be asked to submit a narrative on their work 
to promote autism research using biorepository specimens, 
and to describe how this freezer could benefit their search 
for more information, or for a potential cure.  Information 
about the application process will be provided on the  
Taylor-Wharton CryoScience website or contact  
Luke Bradshaw (770-652-4140).  
 
At the end of 2014, Taylor-Wharton will donate the specially 
designed LABS20K freezer, valued at more than $22,000, to 
the recipient selected after review of the submitted pro-
posals by an independent panel of six experts in the biotech-
nology and autism fields. 
 
The research topic selected in 2012 was finding cures for 
breast cancer.  The recipient was the Tissue Collection and 
Banking Facility at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB), directed by former ISBER President Dr. William Grizzle 
and his colleague Kathy Sexton. 
 
Taylor-Wharton CryoScience (a division of Taylor-Wharton 
Cryogenics, LLC, headquartered in Theodore, Alabama) 
manufactures state-of-the-art cryogenic equipment, from 1.5 
L to the largest LABS freezer that holds up to 94,200 2mL 
vials.  A complete line of CryoScience laboratory inventory 
control systems and accessories is also available.  With 
worldwide operations and manufacturing facilities, Taylor-
Wharton also produces a complete line of liquid cylinders, 
micro-bulk, and bulk tank storage systems up to 110,000 
gallons.  For more information on the complete line of Tay-
lor-Wharton products, call 1-800-898-2657. 

TAYLOR-WHARTON CRYOSCIENCE TO PROMOTE AUTISM RE-
SEARCH WITH "PARTNERS FOR LIFE" ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.taylorwharton.com/
mailto:lbradshaw@taylorwharton.com
tel:770-652-4140
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Australia has 25,000 known species of plants with 1,700 
plant species and communities threatened and on the brink 
of extinction.  The State of New South Wales alone has 6,000 
plant species with 600 considered threatened.  With more 
than 80 percent of the species endemic over a truly vast con-
tinent of 3 million square miles (7.7 million square kilome-
ters), conservation of Australia's plant species is a significant 
challenge. 

The Australian PlantBank is partaking in that challenge.  Of-
ficially open since late 2013, it already holds nearly 25 per-
cent of Australia's flora in seed form, as well as living collec-
tions such as tissue cultures and orchid mychorrizal fungi.  In 
the future, it will also house collections of fern spores and 
other potential regenerative entities.  For those native plants 
which do not produce seed or produce seed which cannot be 
stored in conventional seed storage systems, the Australian 
PlantBank provides alternatives such as tissue culture and 
cryogenic storage. 

In collaboration with the Australian SeedBank Partnership 
and the Millennium Seed Bank, the Australian PlantBank is a 
national repository for native plant seed.  It will one day re-
search and store all of Australia's native plant species with 
the capability to store duplicate collections of plants in the 
Asia Pacific region.  Importantly, its collections are not to be 
locked away, but to be utilized by scientists and conserva-
tion practitioners; and on those “rainy days” when plants or 
plant communities are no longer, the PlantBank will be there 
to restore them and the equilibrium. 

 

Don’t miss John Siemon’s  presentation on the work of the  
Australian Plant Bank at the 2014 ISBER Orlando meeting., 
Symposium 1, scheduled for Wednesday, May 21 at 09.00 AM. 

ISBER 2014 ANNUAL MEETING PREVIEW  
“Safeguarding plants for the future” 
John Siemon, Project Manager, Australian PlantBank 

Above:  Visitors can see into PlantBank’s laboratories  

Above:  seeds and fruit of Australian species 

Above:  The seed vault within the Australian Plant-
Bank 

http://www.isber.org/
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Tuesday May 20, 2014 
(Separate Registration Required) 
 
To register for a Workshop click on the title or visit www.isber2014.org 
 
07.00-08.30 Workshop 1A:  
“Fit for purpose” Protocol Planning: A Tutorial to Facilitate Evidence Focused Biobanking Practice - in Real Time. 
 
08.45-10.45: Workshop 1B:  
Surveys, Migration, and Changes – Informatic Considerations for Biobanks 
 
11.00-12.30: Workshop 1C:  
Are You Prepared? Case Studies in Balancing Biospecimen-related Patient and Investigator Requests with Risk Management 
and Human Subjects Protections in the Age of Genomic Medicine 
 
07.00-08.30 Workshop 2A:  
Implementing Robust Quality Management Systems for Repositories 

08.45-10.45: Workshop 2B:  
Biospecimen Science: Learning from Cryobiology to Improve Preservation Outcome Keep Your Samples Safe: Choose the 
Appropriate Storage Container 

11.00-12.30 Workshop 2C: Limitations in the Use of Human and Animal Tissues in Research: What Biorepositories and  
Investigators Need to Know 

07.00-09.30 Workshop 3A:  
Issues to Consider in Designing a Repository / The Nuts and Bolts of Operating a Repository 

09.45-11.15: Workshop 3B:  
Essential Concepts for Effective Specimen Receipt  
(Part of the educational requirements of the ISBER Certified Repository Technician program) 

11.30 –13.00 Workshop 3C:  
Creating Successful Training Programs for Repository Staff  
(Part of the educational requirements of the ISBER Certified Repository Technician program) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISBER 2014 ANNUAL MEETING    
ISBER Pre Conference WORKSHOPS 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448420
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448693
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448756
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448756
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448777
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448819
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448819
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448840
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448840
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448903
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448924
http://www.isber.org/store/view_product.asp?id=2448945
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ISBER is offering the following Certified Repository Techni-
cian Training Program workshops on May 20th.  For more 
information on these workshops, contact Karen Pitt at 
pittk@mail.nih.gov.  To register click here:  

 

Essential Concepts for Effective  
Specimen Receipt 

Facilitators: Karen Pitt, Ph.D., Rebecca Pugh, MS and TBD 

Overview 

This workshop will teach participants to establish an effec-
tive repository specimen receipt program for a broad range 
of specimen types (e.g., human, non-human, museum, etc.). 

 
Material covered is the ISBER Certification Program for Re-
pository Technicians (CRT)  educational content regarding 
this topic.   

 

Objectives 

 
Students will be able to: 

 Describe the process by which specimens are received at 
the repository, inspected and prepared for interim or 
long term storage. 

 Describe how information about compromised speci-
mens is entered into the inventory system and how it is 
communicated to the shipper or clients. 

 Describe how the location for newly arrived shipments is 
tracked in the repository after receipt and what immedi-
ate process/handling steps must take place, as needed.   

 Evaluate whether specimens need to be re-ordered, con-
solidated, or re-labeled prior to input into long-term 
storage to expedite withdrawal at a later date and keep 
labor requirements to a minimum. 

 Explain possible hazards associated with the return of 

specimens from testing laboratories.   

Creating Successful Training Programs 
for Repository Staff 

Facilitators: Karen Pitt, Ph.D., Alexandra Lerch-Gaggl, Ph.D. 
and TBD 

 

Overview 

 
This course will teach participants the important compo-
nents of successful training programs for repository 
staff.  This information will be applicable to a broad range of 
specimen types (e.g., human, non-human, museum, 
etc.).  Material covered is the ISBER Certification Program for 
Repository Technicians (CRT) educational content regarding 
this.   

Objectives 

 
Students will be able to: 

Evaluate the role of training in effective repository opera-
tions and the preparation of high quality specimens for re-
search. 

 Discuss factors that contribute to an effective training 
program. 

 Describe the qualities of those best suited to administer 
training. 

 Discuss elements of a successful training program to 
include timing and trainer responsibility.  

 Discuss training documents that should be included in 
employee training files and archival requirements 

 

ISBER 2014 ANNUAL MEETING    
ISBER CRT Pre Conference WORKSHOPS 

http://www.isber.org/
mailto:pittk@mail.nih.gov
http://www.isber2014.org/program/pre-conference-workshops/
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Jennifer McCall, Senior Scientist/ Biorepository Coordinator 
for the Florida Hospital Translational Research Institute, 
lives in Orlando and offers the following advice for the “local 
way” to really enjoy the Orlando area: 

If you can, try to get out of the tourist areas and visit some 
of the other immediate Central Florida locales.  It’s really a 
fantastic region with a lot to offer that is often oversha-
dowed by the more popular tourist areas.   

The Church Street area of downtown has seen a renaissance 
of late, and while there isn’t much shopping etc., there are 
some excellent dining and pub experiences.  A couple of 
favorites are the Ceviche (Spanish Tapas) restaurant on 
Church, and the Bosendorfer Lounge at the Grand Bohemian 
hotel on Orange Ave.  There’s also a new hotel just around 
the corner (ALoft) which boasts a nice lounge, but I can’t say 
I’ve been there yet.  

The more adventurous folks can walk from Church Street 
down to Lake Eola Park and take a stroll around the lake and 
check out the refurbished fountain and the public art sculp-
tures that have recently been installed.  There’s a great res-
taurant on the Lake called Spice (Asian Fusion) if you want a 
dining experience that has a little ambience on the water. 

For the very very adventurous, Park Avenue in Winter Park , 
(about 40 min. drive from the Convention Center) provides a 
classic Central Florida stroll, with excellent upscale dining 
and shopping.  Just an all around nice little area to explore. 

For something a little more “Truman Show”, I’d suggest a 
visit to the strange and unusual Celebration, FL.  A concept 
town built by Disney that has a cute little town center with a 
movie theatre and a Columbia Restaurant. 

While I’m not a big fan of the tourist areas per se (as you can 
probably tell : ), Sand Lake Road is close to the convention 
center and also has some fantastic dining options/

experiences.  In fact, I would be remiss if I didn’t recommend 
a movie at the IMAX theatre in Pointe Orlando, or a great fun 
day at Universal Studios and City Walk if you like roller coas-
ters, movies, and music!  

Lots of outdoor fun can be had in the area as well!  Standup 
paddle boarding and kayaking on the lakes and rivers here 
are very popular activities.       

www.paddleboardorlando.com; www.wekivaisland.com     

If you’re looking for something more thrilling, yet nature 
inspired, you might try the zip lining courses at the Central 
Florida Zoo or Gatorland, home of the ‘Screamin’ Gator Zi-
pline’!  And, hey, why not try your hand at alligator wrestling 
while you’re there!?   

www.gatorland.com; www.centralfloridazoo.org 

Biking is another popular activity enjoyed year round.  The 
best place to get out and bike in the Florida sun can be 
found in a quaint little town called Winter Garden, just 
30min. northwest of the convention center.  A popular bike 
path cuts through the center of town where you can stop to 
enjoy a drink or a bite to eat at one of numerous local offe-
rings… no chain restaurants here!   

For Winter Garden and bike rental info:  http://cwgdn.com/   

For those landlocked folks who can’t wait to see the Atlantic 
Ocean, the closest beaches from the Convention Center can 
be found in the Cocoa Beach area, approximately a 1 hour 
drive east on the appropriately named highway called the 
“Beach Line”.  For a more relaxed, local experience, New 
Smyrna Beach might also be worth the effort.  If you’re wil-
ling to make the 1.5 hour trek northeast of downtown Orlan-
do past Daytona and out to NSB, you can park right on the 
beach in New Smyrna and enjoy an ocean front view from 
the car!  A very “Florida experience”, indeed! READ MORE > 

ISBER 2014 ANNUAL MEETING    
Hidden Gems of Orlando 
Jennifer McCall, ISBER Newsletter Special Correspondent for Travel 

http://www.isber.org/
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Or course, how could a visit to Central Florida be complete without a round of golf?  My apologies, as I really know very 
little about the golf courses in the area, but I have heard that playing a round or two at the historic Dubsdread course in 
downtown Orlando can be a fun afternoon outing.  Set in the quaint, historic neighborhood of College Park, the course is 
located smack dab in the middle of the city surrounded by old 50’s style bungalows and local eateries that make this area a 
little vintage and quite unique.   www.historicaldubsdread.com 

ISBER 2014 ANNUAL MEETING    
Hidden Gems of Orlando 
Jennifer McCall, ISBER Newsletter Special Correspondent for Travel 

EDITOR’S CORNER    
Won’t you please come to Orlando. No one else can take your place! 
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 

 

We can change the world. 

These are certainly times of growth and excitement in the biorepository world. It’s a great time to be a part 
of it, knowing that every tremendous advance made in the research world is in some small or large part 
fueled by the work we do. Here at ISBER, we have the additional benefit of standing on the shoulders of 
giants, those intrepid pioneers of biobanking who came before us, who founded the society, and had  

the foresight to create one that would move the science, its application, and the management of biobanking into the 21st 
century.  

ISBER is a wonderful community of tremendous people, and it is always a joy and privilege to meet and work with all of you. 
For all of you who share a little (or a lot) of your time and sweat to help get this newsletter out, I want to give a big thank 
you. ISBER is probably the most vibrant volunteer community of which I have ever been a part. I am really looking forward 
to rubbing shoulders with you again this year in Orlando (I missed the Sydney meeting). Please look me up when you get 
there (you’ll probably find me in the exhibit hall at the Freezerworks booth – or somewhere at the end of the line in the 5K 
run – place smiley face here). Tell me what we can do to make the Newsletter better than ever in 2014 and beyond, and 
what you can offer to make it so. The Orlando meeting could potentially be our best meeting yet, as it appears we are on 
pace to possibly set an all time ISBER record for abstract submissions! 

These are important days for ISBER, as we begin a very conscious effort to move the society into becoming a truly global 
one. As such, we’ll be looking for more input from our biobankers all across the globe. I want to give a special thank you to 
Kyungsook Ahn of the Asian National Research Resource Center (ANRRC) as well as the Korean center  (KNRRC). Dr. Ahn has 
served as our “special correspondent” to the Asian Biobanking community and never fails to inform us on the exciting hap-
penings in the ANRRC and the growth of biobanking in that vital region.  Be sure to read her report on the highly successful 
fifth annual ANRRC meeting in this newsletter. 

We would love to have volunteers like Kyungsook who can let us know of important developments in your regions across 
the globe.  We especially are seeking contributions from South America, Europe, Africa and the Middle East. Help us do our 
part to make ISBER a truly global society! 

http://www.isber.org/
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The 5th Asian Network of Research Resource Centers 
(ANRRC) international meeting was held October 30-
November 1, 2013 at the Shonan Village Center in Hayama, 
Japan. Located south of Tokyo on Miura peninsula and set on 
green hills, the meeting venue had a nice view of the ocean 
and Mount Fuji rising up over Sagami Bay. The three day 
meeting was organized by RIKEN BioResource Center whose 
director, Yuichi Obata, started his second year of the 2-year 
term for ANRRC presidency. This annual meeting provided a 
unique opportunity for the Asian bioresource community to 
meet and share recent developments, common approaches 
in collection, preservation, application of biological re-
sources and management of data and resource centers. The 
meeting program had 47 presentations in 7 sessions, 49 pos-
ter presentations, 4 committee meetings and of course the 
welcome reception. The 2013 meeting counted 128 registe-
red participants coming from 15 different countries. 

ANRRC was officially started in 2009 after one year of prepa-
ration by the effort of three institutes of Japan (RIKEN BRC), 
China (IMCAS) and Korea (KNRRC) with the leadership of 
Yeonhee Lee, the founding president of ANRRC and the ge-
neral director of KNRRC. The three institutes are taking turns 
to host the annual meetings. ANRRC has 192 registered 
members from 96 institutes that are mostly government fun-
ded bioresource centers, culture collections, repositories and 
research institutes. ANRRC became an affiliate organization 
of ISBER in 2012 and signed a MOU for cooperation with 
ESBB at the 4th ANRRC meeting. 

In the opening address, Dr. Obata emphasized the impor-
tance of cooperation among ANRRC members to prepare for 
the ratification of the Nagoya Protocol. Plenary lectures were 
delivered by Dr. Lee who reviewed the past five years’ activi-
ty and evolution of the network and Kenji Oeda who introdu-
ced the 5-year basic plan of RIKEN and collaboration with 
foreign institutions.  

 

The second day started with the reports of member insti-
tutes’ activities over the past year by the representatives 
from Korea, Thailand, Philippines, Japan, China, Indonesia 
and Australia. Jane Carpenter introduced the Australasian 
Biospecimen Network Association and Australian Breast Can-
cer Tissue Bank. As an ISBER representative, she outlined the 
goals and efforts of ISBER on international harmonization in 
Biobanking and the Self-Assessment Tool. Four concurrent 
sessions on biodiversity, biobanking, plant and data manage-
ment followed. 

In the biobanking session, Mehong Sun discussed the role of 
pathologists in biobank quality control and Dr. Shin talked 
about the recently revised bioethics and safety act of Korea. 
Soo-Yong Tan of the SingHealth Tissue Repository then sug-
gested the solutions for the problems between pathologists 
and biobankers based on his experience.  

In the data management session, five speakers presented 
database and management systems that they designed. In 
addition to common features of integrating resource data 
that allows on-line search and retrieval of information, it 
was very interesting to learn the distinctive functions such as 
WDCM's international project called WFCC Global Catalogue 
of Microorganisms (China); BioResource World of NBRP 
(Japan); KOBIS, that integrated bioresources information of 
all government-funded research of Korea; bioresource life-
cycle and performance record management (KNRRC, Korea); 
and the vaccine research database called VacciKnowlogy of 
BIOTEC (Thailand)." 

The last day’s program consisted of three sessions (on Mi-
crobe, Animal and Algae) and the reports by committee 
chairs and session chairs that summarized talks and meeting 
results. At the general assembly, the revision of the ANRRC 
charter was approved and Juncai Ma announced that the 
next meeting will be held in China. READ MORE > 

 

NEWS IN BIOBANKING  
The 5th ANRRC international meeting in Japan 
Kyungsook Ahn, PhD, Korea national Research Resource Center 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 19)  

Tour of RIKEN Yokohama Campus and 
UN University Institute of advanced 
Studies (UNU-IAS). 

One of the highlights for KNRRC participants was a special 
group tour of RIKEN Yokohama campus and UNU-IAS on Oct. 
29. We were given a tour of the Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
(NMR) facilities and Next-generation Sequencing Room of 
Yokohama campus after a brief introduction about RIKEN. 
The NMR facility in Yokohama, one of the largest in the 
world, operates 10 NMR spectrometers including two 
900MHz ones. It was interesting to see a 500MHz machine 
they cut to show the inside. In addition to many top of the 
line DNA sequencing machines, a staff of RIKEN showed us a 
DNA amplification kit they developed which can amplify DNA 
without denaturation and annealing cycles. They had an ex-
hibition room showing the history of DNA sequencing tech-
nologies.  

By the beautiful Yokohama harbor, we were welcomed by 
Govinda Parayil (Vice-Rector of UNU) and UNU-IAS staffs. 
UNU-IAS is a part of the UN University (UNU) system that 
was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 
1972 and has a network of Research and Training Centers 
and Programs around the world. We learned about UNU in-
terdisciplinary graduate programs and researches on biodi-
versity. Meeting with post-docs, researchers, students from 
Africa, Asia and European countries made the visit a very 
special one. 

 

 

 

The ISBER Community mourns the loss of fellow member 
and colleague Dr. Piotr Kulesza, who died from a fall at a 
Hollywood, Florida hotel last November.  Dr. Kulesza, who 
was 46, served as director of the pathology core facility at 
the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center at North-
western University in Chicago. He also served as a physi-
cian and a Feinberg School of Medicine professor. Known as 
“Peter” by his colleagues, Kulesza was at the hotel attending 
a scientific conference at the time of the fatal incident.  

According to Dr. William H. Mueller, the chair of the Patholo-
gy Department  at the Feinberg School, Kulesza  was a valu-
able leader in providing pathological specimens for research 
and care at the University. 

“Peter, along with others, really stepped in to put in place 
policies to handle specimens and facilitate the rapid process 
of (using) specimens for clinical care and research,” Muller  
told the Daily Northwestern. “He had a high standard of ex-
cellence and did not tolerate mediocrity.”    

Kulesza offered the community a model of how to effectively 
combine biobanking and research with patient care, splitting 
his time at Feinberg as a both a researcher of diseases and a 
physician taking care of patients. A cytopathologist, he was a 
good fit in the pathology department, which sought someone 
interested in researching pathologies, Muller told the Daily 
Northwestern. 

Kulesza also served as the director of the ECOG-ACRIN Can-
cer Research Group Pathology Coordinating Office and Refer-
ence Laboratory. READ MORE > 

 

NEWS IN BIOBANKING          NEWS IN BIOBANKING  
The 5th ANRRC international meeting   ISBER Remembers Piotr Kulesza 
in Japan 
Kyungsook Ahn, PhD, Korea national Research Resource Center 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 20) According to fellow ISBER member 
and Northwestern University colleague at the Universi-
ty Adekunle Raji, Kuleaza was a leader in efforts to make 
cancer tissues  accessible to pathologists across the nation.  

Colleagues who worked daily with Peter described him as a 
warm human being who was accessible, had a good sense of 
humor, and enjoyed skiing and classic cars.   

Kulesza was born in Warsaw, Poland and immigrated to the 
United States, where he earned his medical degree at Wash-
ington University in 1999. Prior to his time at Northwestern, 
Kulesza spent time in pathology at the University of Alabama 
Birmingham as well as Johns Hopkins University.  He re-
ceived his MD/PhD from Washington University in St. Louis 
in 1999, and completed his anatomic/clinical pathology resi-
dency and cytopathology fellowship at Johns Hopkins. 

After his fellowship, he stayed on as faculty at Johns Hopkins 
before taking positions at the University of Alabama Bir-
mingham (UAB) and Northwestern University. 

Fellow ISBER colleague and Pathologist William Grizzle, Di-
rector of the Tissue Collection biobank at UAB, reflected on 
his time with Kulesza and sees his passing as tremendous 
loss, both professionally and personally. 

“Dr. Piotr Kulesza was a wonderful mentoree and collabora-
tor and I will greatly miss him as both a friend and col-
league,” Grizzle said.   

“While at UAB, Piotr worked very hard to pioneer the use of 
fine needle aspirates and other needle biopsies together 
with molecular assays to identify and optimize therapy for 
patients with a wide range of cancers. He was especially in-
terested in characterizing the responses of tumors to the 
EGFR family of kinase inhibitors and we were working on 
this area of research when he left UAB to become the Direc-
tor of the ECOG tissue resource at the Northwestern Cancer 
Center. “We continued this collaboration until his untimely 

death. I also advised Piotr as to issues in tissue resources 
and worked with him in ISBER. He had rapidly developed as 
a national leader in tissue resources. Piotr was an excellent 
diagnostic pathologist and he combined this expertise with 
molecular assays in a wide range of translational research 
within and outside ECOG. Because pathologists with Piotr’s 
skills and interests are rare, his loss will have a negative im-
pact on future innovative approaches to medical care. His 
death was not only a personal loss to me and his many other 
friends and colleagues, but also to medical science. He will 
be missed,” Grizzle explained. 

Kulesza is survived by his wife, Dr. Agnieszka Ardelt, a neu-
rologist practicing at the University of Chicago Medicine. The 
two met during his studies at Washington University. 
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Background 
The ISBER Self-Assessment Tool (SAT) for Repositories  assists repository operators in determining how well their repository 
follows the ISBER Best Practices.  The assessment is confidential and aimed at helping specimen collection centers strength-
en their practices through identification of areas in need of improvement.  As an ISBER member benefit, the SAT is free to 
ISBER members.   
 
Developed by the ISBER Education and Training Committee, the SAT consists of 158 questions, each corresponding to a  
particular section of the ISBER Best Practices.  Once completed, participants receive an email containing personalized feed-
back as well as a “risk-balanced assessment score”.  This report enables repositories to evaluate how their practices conform 
to the ISBER Best Practices.  
 
2013 Year-End Summary 
How does your repository compare?  Below are the anonymized results of the ISBER Self-Assessment Tool (SAT) for Reposi-
tories from 2011-2013.  For more information or to complete the SAT for your repository, click here. 
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