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BIOBANKING IN CHINA  
Katherine Sexton, MBA, ISBER Secretary-Elect 2013 – 2014  
I have just returned from China where I was invited, as a representative of  
ISBER, to meet with three hospitals in Beijing as part of a first annual Biobank 
Training Workshop. The workshop is sponsored by GlobalMD Organization, 
based in Maryland, as part of their 2013 Sino-American Collaboration on  
Clinical and Translational Medicine. My purpose for the trip was to talk about 
biorepositories and ISBER Best Practices.  Instead of the typical conference 
where attendees come to a central conference location to hear speakers,  
Dr. Tim Shi, from Global MD traveled with me and two other speakers to the 
various hospitals to meet with the hospital leadership and tour the various 
biorepository facilities. READ MORE > 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fay Betsou, DrSc HDR, ISBER President 2013-2014 
Who speaks for biobanks ? YOU DO! 

One of the key subjects the Board of Directors is currently working on is the 
issue of “ISBER representation”, or “speaking for ISBER”. The issue is broad and 
concerns not only the Board of Directors and ISBER, but each one of you. The 
issue is “Who speaks for biobanks today”? 

I see two dangers that threaten the proper understanding and role of  
biobanking. One is the attempt to integrate the subject into fundamental –
omics biology. The other is the attempt to integrate it into clinical biology/
clinical pathology/cell therapy laboratories or taxonomist laboratories. We are 
no longer the housemaid of pathology and taxonomy, and we are not to be 
swallowed by the diffuse area of –omics science. READ MORE > 

A BETTER MOUSETRAP  
Steven Robinson, Research Manager  
Problem:  Storing and shipping RNA samples in a frozen state can be costly 
and poses the risk of loss of specimens.  Is there a different way in which these 
samples can be stored long term and shipped, reducing costs and maintaining 
their molecular integrity? READ MORE > 
 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.isber2014.org/
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(continued from page 1)  Naturally, we coope-
rate very closely with all other biologists, 
pathologists,  
taxonomists, and –omics specialists. But 
our strength comes from the multidisci-
plinary nature of our society and from 

our ability to develop evidence-based procedures to provide 
biospecimens for effective research applications. Biobanking 
is a science on its own. Our contributions need to be reco-
gnized, and for this we must speak strongly as biobanking 
scientists, not as add-ons to other disciplines. So how can we 
speak up for biobanks? 

First: by Training Young Scientists!  
The primary focus of ISBER has always been on training and 
education in biobanking. One of our key audiences is  
students. There are many of you who are highly competent 
and capable of teaching biobanking not only to medical  
students, but also to environmental biology students. It is 
time to integrate a biobanking component in these curricula.  
ISBER also looks after the requirements for the education 
and training of technical personnel: the ISBER Education and 
Training Committee is working on a Certified Repository 
Technician program, and ISBER already prescribes the type 
and scope of proficiency testing programs. I encourage you 
to become ever more active mentors for your young staff, 
and to take the time and the energy required to explain to 
them the scope and the importance of our job. 

Second: Publish! 
The establishment and continuity of the Biopreservation and 
Biobanking journal, as our society’s official journal, has iden-
tified biobanking as a basic discipline. This journal – your 
journal - empowers your scientific activities. Biopreservation 
and Biobanking offers you, as an author, an excellent outlet 
for your research findings, and the confidence that your ma-
nuscript will be peer reviewed by practicing biobank scien-
tists. As we are about to apply for Medline indexing, I encou-

rage you to develop your best authorship talents and to sub-
mit your best manuscript to the society’s official journal.  

Third: Assemble and Network! 
Although publications are of paramount importance in esta-
blishing the foundation of our science, we should not forget 
the equally important role of the scientific meetings. The 
Board of Directors and the committees will assure ISBER 
representation at as many international scientific meetings 
as possible. Our own meeting is essential in keeping our so-
ciety strong and vibrant. For the moment, there is one global 
annual ISBER meeting, one ANRRC meeting and one ESBB 
annual meeting. In the future, there may be more ISBER  
regional annual meetings in order to better speak about bio-
banks in the different regions in the world. The ISBER mee-
ting is your opportunity to meet and engage with dedicated 
people and to make a real difference in the profession. It is 
your opportunity to keep up with the latest technologies; it 
is the place where you can have discussions that may change 
your professional life. Therefore, as registrations are about to 
open, I urge you, not only to attend the 2014 ISBER meeting 
in Orlando, but to reach out to a colleague and personally 
invite him/her to attend as well.  

Fourth: Reach Out and Educate!  
Publications and meetings are establishing our discipline as 
a science. However, there is also a need for more activities 
directed to the non-scientific community. In particular,  
biobankers must engage with patient groups and other 
sample donors and with the wide range of public entities 
that fund our activities. 

There are other areas that exist where biobankers should 
speak for biobanks. Our membership has much to say and its 
knowledge can be spread. For example each one of you can 
speak for biobanks to a journalist and explain the many 
research domains to which biobanks and biobankers can 
make significant contributions. You can comment on the 
strengths and weaknesses of our field to retain the trust and 
support of the public that funds our work. READ MORE > 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fay Betsou, DrSc HDR, ISBER President 2013-2014 
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Fifth: Be Involved!  
(continued from page 2) Our Society can speak for the science 
and the profession of Biobanking on matters of public policy. 
The ISBER Science Policy Committee takes the lead in spea-
king for biobanks at venues where there are opportunities to 
debate and have dialogue on the many important policy-
related matters affecting our discipline. Your responsibility 
for the public interest is undeniable and as professionals, I 
invite you to point out to our society’s Science Policy Com-
mittee any matter of science policy potentially affecting your 
activities in your respective geographical area. We are 
indeed evolving in a global world; for the moment there is 
only one Science Policy Committee. We are also studying the 
possibility to create regional Science Policy Committees in 
order to better speak for biobanks in the different regions in 
the world. 

As a profession, and as an industry, you must make 
yourselves heard by your national research funding agencies. 
You can explain to our infrastructure and research funding 
agencies the critical value of biobanks and biospecimen 
research in advancing and accelerating translational 
research. You can invite members of these agencies to visit 
our facilities and see the value of their investment. 

Next Steps 
In the next few months, our society will be engaged in a 
long term global review to identify key strategic directions 
to grow and support biobanks in the future. Who speaks for 
biobanks? Collectively we have a voice in our society that 
can only grow stronger as more biobankers identify with the 
science. Individually you have the power to contribute, as 
highlighted above. I would love to hear from you if you 
would like our help in creating and sponsoring an ISBER 
event in your faculty/institution . Feel free to email me at 
president@isber.org. Together, let’s speak for biobanks and 
make biobanking attain a stature equal to other biological 
sciences! 
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(continued from page 1) The first of the three hospitals we visited 
was the PLA  General Hospital, which is the largest military 
general hospital (for the Army), and now serves civilians as 
well.  The hospital sees 10,000 outpatients a day, and in-
cludes 6,000 beds.  They are currently building a new outpa-
tient clinic that will include five floors below ground and 
sixteen floors above ground.   

We were given a tour of the biobank facilities.  The hospital 
has an 800 square meter clinical biobank that was started in 
2012. They also have a kidney biobank that has a collection 
of 116,000 fluid specimens from 6,000 patients,  
collected over the past three years.   

Our second visit was to the Beijing Anzhen Hospital, which is 
the leading specialized cardiovascular disease hospital in 
China.  Because of the huge population of Beijing (22 mil-
lion), many of the hospitals specialize.  After meeting with 
their biorepository staff, we were given a tour of their facili-
ties which include approximately sixty -80C mechanical  
freezers holding approximately 80,000 blood samples. This 
is also one of the national cardiovascular disease biobank  
centers.   

The following two days were spent meeting with the  
President (Dr. Ning Li) and Biobank Director (Dr. Young Hong 
Zhang) of the Beijing YouAn Hospital, Beijing Capital Univer-
sity which specializes in Liver, Hepatitis and Infectious  
Disease.  This hospital is one of the largest facilities in China 
and participates in NIH/AIDS trials.  The hospital has 1,000 
beds, and sees about 20,00 outpatients a day.  They are the 
first AAHRPP (Association for the Accreditation of  Human 
Research Protection Programs) accredited hospital in China 
for their clinical research protection program of human sub-
jects.  The hospital leadership is anxious to obtain a similar 
accreditation for their biobanking system and manage-
ment.  Their biobank, which was established in 2008, distri-
butes half of their samples to the investigators that contri-
bute the samples, and half remain in the biobank.  The majo-
rity of the samples are blood (mostly serum, plasma, DNA), 
and a small percentage are liver tissue (biopsies).  They cur-
rently have ~ 500,000 samples from ~ 6,000 patients, stored 

in fifty -80C mechanical freezers and 4 LN2 freezers.  They 
are currently expanding their storage space to accommodate 
50 additional -80C freezers.  Their goal is to have 1,000,000 
samples.  READ MORE > 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BIOBANKING IN CHINA—GREAT INTEREST IN ISBER AT THE  
GREAT WALL 
Katherine Sexton, MBA, ISBER Secretary-Elect 2013 – 2014  

Left to right: Dr. Tim Shi from Global M.D. (far left), Dr. Rong-
hua Jin, Vice President of YouAn Hospital; conference speak-
ers Dr. Trang Gisler, Dr. Vicki Seyfert-Margolis, and Kathy 
Sexton; Dr. Ning Li, President of Beijing YouAn Hospital, Dr. 
Younghong Zhang, Director of their biobank; and staff from 
the hospital biobank center. 

With the PLA General Hospital Biobank staff. 
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(continued from page 4) I found the staff and leadership of all 
three hospitals to be very interested in ISBER, and in lear-
ning about and from other biorepositories around the 
world.  They all expressed a desire to have their bioreposito-
ries certified, and were also very interested in the ISBER  
Certified Repository Technician (CRT) program which is un-
der development.  They even inquired about the possibility 
of translating the program into Chinese, and having ISBER 
come to China to train their technicians.   

I was also able to get in a little sightseeing on my first trip to 
China, which included a visit to The Forbidden City, and The 
Great Wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It was truly an honor to have the opportunity to represent 
ISBER in visiting with these Chinese biobanks, and I look 
forward to increased involvement in ISBER by our Chinese 
colleagues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 5th ANRRC meeting 2013 
At Shonan Village Center, Japan. October 30 to November 1 

ANRRC, an Affiliate Partner of ISBER, was established to form 
a network among Asian research resource centers sharing 
ultimate goal to accelerate science and technology for 
health and wealth of Asian people through their collabora-
tive efforts. 

The 2013 meeting will feature reports from each institute 
and interactive workshops covering a wide range of research 
resources, from animal, plant, alga, microbe, data manage-
ment, biobanking of human samples to biodiversity. We will 
also present poster sessions and exhibits with the latest to-
pics. 

For more information on the meeting, go to: 

http://www.shonan-village.co.jp/anrrc2013/ 

The Shonan Village Center (http://www.shonan-village.co.jp/
svc/) has a variety of conference facilities, accommodations 
and restaurants, commanding a grand view of Mt. Fuji, the 
World Heritage. On this prestigious location, we hope you 
will come and join to the ANRRC meeting to enhance future 
cooperation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BIOBANKING IN CHINA—GREAT INTEREST IN ISBER AT THE  
GREAT WALL 
Kathy Sexton, ISBER Secretary-Elect (2013 – 2014/Secretary 2014 – 2017)  

Katherine Sexton at the Great Wall 

http://www.isber.org/
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(continued from page 1) Background: DNA is a highly stable mole-
cule due to the interaction between the adjacent base pairs 
in the helix and the hydrogen bonding between the bases.  
This stability is what has allowed researchers to harvest DNA 
from extinct species and forensics techs to extract it from 
dried blood from a crime scene.  Due to its stability, storing 
DNA in a dried state raises little concern.  Conversely, RNA is 
much different. 

Special care is required when working with RNA, a critical 
component in studying human diseases like cancer, due to 
the fact that it is highly labile and due to the ubiquitous pre-
sence of RNases in the lab.  RNAlater (Biomatrica, San Diego, 
CA) has very successfully preserved and stabilized RNA in 
tissue for frozen storage (and for purified high quality RNA 
obtained later on), however, it is still difficult to work with 
purified RNA.  Degradation of these precious and labile RNA 
specimens is to be avoided at all costs which used to mean 
minus 80 Celsius or liquid nitrogen storage. 

Today, storing and shipping RNA samples in a frozen state 
could be a thing of the past with the use of products like 
RNAstable.  RNAstable allows the preservation and shipment 
of total RNA, mRNA, and miRNA for up to 2.5 years at  
ambient temperatures without degradation.  The develop-
ment of this synthetic matrix was based on the principle of 
anhydrobiosis, a biological mechanism used by some multi-
cellular organisms, which enables survival while dry for up 
to 100 years.  As a thermostable barrier is formed around 
RNA during the drying process, the sample is protected from 
degradation during storage at room temperature. 

Solution: The University of Colorado Cancer Center’s Skin 
Cancer Biorepository has been working on an interesting 
pilot study comparing desiccated RNA to frozen RNA.  Our 
pilot study has thus far shown that RNA stored in these two 
conditions is comparable after one year. 

Our biorepository was established in 2005 and has more 
than 5,000 specimens – including primary and metastatic 
tumors, white blood cells, serum, and plasma – from  
patients with melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, and squa-
mous cell carcinoma.  Specimens from our biorepository 
have been made available to qualified investigators 
throughout the world and have been used in major studies; 
we are an essential resource for gene expression studies on 
RNA.  Our tissue is stored frozen at -80C in small aliquots in 

order to minimize freeze/thaw cycles.  Genomic DNA is  
extracted from the White Blood Cells (WBCs), and DNA and 
RNA is extracted from tissue as needed. 

Because of the aforementioned storage issues, approxima-
tely two years ago we decided to reevaluate how we were 
storing our nearly 6,000 aliquots of DNA and RNA samples.  
Products like RNAstable from Biomatrica, GenTegra from Inte-
genX, or RNAshell from Imagene provide short-term, dry-
state storage solutions, however, nobody had studied long -
term storage of RNA in a dry state.  Furthermore, nobody had 
analyzed and compared RNA samples stored desiccated ver-
sus frozen using next-generation sequencing techniques. 

Therefore, over two years ago we embarked on a pilot study 
to do exactly that.  With funding from facilities – who are 
very interested in reducing the number of freezers on our 
campus – at the University of Colorado and from an interest 
in “green” storage technology, we conducted a comparative 
study of RNA recovery after desiccation or freezing.  First, we 
prepared RNA from PAXgene blood tubes collected from  
patients with melanoma. RNA was then isolated, quality  
analysis done, and the RNA samples divided into 12 aliquots 
each.  Half of the aliquots were immediately placed in the  
-80C freezer, and the remaining six were desiccated using 
RNAs table.  One aliquot of matched RNA was removed from 
storage conditions every two months for determination of 
RNA quality. 

The preliminary results from this pilot study indicate that 
desiccated versus frozen RNA samples are comparable after 
one year of storage.  Additionally, our recent RNA sequen-
cing data indicates that long-term, dry-state storage of RNA 
is highly suitable for whole transcriptome next generation 
sequencing – next generation sequencing being the future 
of personalized medicine and thus biobanking. 

We will continue to study this method in order to determine 
the economic and environmental impact in regards to  
storing and shipping samples, and maintaining an overabun-
dance of freezers.  We view the storage of RNA and DNA in a 
desiccated state as an excellent way for biorepositories to 
reduce costs and carbon footprints, and to preserve our  
specimens for future research.  

A BETTER MOUSETRAP:  DESICCATED VERSUS FROZEN RNA  
Steven Robinson, Research Manager, Skin Cancer Biorepository , University of Colorado  

http://www.isber.org/
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HOT TOPICS: MAN DOWN DEVICES OR HOW TO AVOID  
BECOMING A BIOSPECIMEN IN YOUR OWN LABORATORY 
Natalie Polinske,  Biorepository Program Manager, Aurora Research Institute, ISBER Newsletter Assistant Editor  

Imagine this…. 
You open the door to the -20 walk-in freezer and the cold air 
rushes to greet you.  You step inside and are instantly chilled 
to the bone.  The heavy door closes behind you with a thud. 

and you are all alone. 
A scary thought enters your mind….”What if I’m unable to  
re-open the door and I freeze to death in here and nobody 
comes to find me!!” 

Oh, wait a minute… 
It’s a good thing you informed your co-workers that you were 
going to pick up some biospecimens in the walk-in freezer. 

But what do you do when you’re the lucky one to work the 
graveyard shift or on a holiday weekend and there are no co-
workers to come save you?  

This issue’s hot topic focuses on the use of motion detection  
(or lack thereof) and other man-down devices in the  
biobanking industry.  As part of ISBER’s 2012 Best Practices 
for Repositories this topic is addressed in Section C5,000: 
Walk-In Environmental Storage Systems and states the best 
practice as “For a -20C or colder walk-in environment engi-
neering controls may be designed to support an audible 
alarm system coupled with a safety procedure to allow for 
the safest operating conditions.” 

Dominic Allen, Chief Operating Officer at the Integrated  
BioBank of Luxembourg  posted the following question to 
the ISBER Forum: 

“Do you use man-down devices to detect no movement or 
man flat?” 

Dominic’s question received some good responses – 

Andy Zaayenga, Managing Director of SmarterLab, was the 
first to respond and offered up the following suggestions:  

“…We’ve used O2 sensors to be sure that nitrogen or argon 
has not filled a room above critical levels.  I suppose you 
could use an infrared sensor in reverse of how it is typically 
used, perhaps coupled with a door switch.  The door switch 
could trigger the IR sensor to watch for fairly continuous 
movement until the person leaves the room.  You could also 

use a horizontal laser curtain above a certain height to see if 
there is continuous movement. It’s interesting because you’re 
looking for a lack of movement rather than positive move-
ment which is what IR and laser is typically used for.” 

Eric Hall, Product Manager at Bluechiip Ltd., discussed his 
experience with man-down devices: 

“I used these [man-down devices] in a facility in the UK 
where we had lone workers isolated in parts of the building 
overnight.  They seemed to work well and there are a num-
ber of companies out there that manufacture them.  I also 
used them here in the US with some success.  The ones we 
used here utilized a cell signal, were worn by the worker, 
and transmitted an alarm when there was no movement for 
a defined period.  There are others that have sensors in them 
to go off when they tip past a certain preset angle. I think 
they are great for lone or isolated worker situations.” 

Marianne Henderson, Chief, Office of Division Operations and 
Analysis in the Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics 
of the U.S. National Cancer Institute, discussed the use of 
sensors and the security of working in pairs: 

“We don’t use man-down devices but we do have a sensor in 
our large vault freezer in Frederick MD.  According to our 
contractor, Fisher Bioservices, ‘we have a too much time  
sensor if someone is in the vault for an extended period – 
(the central chamber is at -20C 14 freezer bays of -80C). 
There is an emergency button that is located near the floor 
as well.  The staff works in pairs in our facility.’ They do have 
other facilities that do have man-down sensors in their walk-
in freezers that are actively accessed.” 

Dominic then followed up with this response: 

“The question came up here in the general context of securi-
ty for last one on the site in the evening and for 24/7 staff 
on call-out. 

There seems to be a consensus here that the biggest risks for 
lone workers are walk in freezers and LN2.  This is confirmed 
by the two commercial EU biorepositories with whom I 
spoke. 

LN2 risks are well covered by O2 detectors and the usual 
rule that no one may handle LN2 under any circumstances if 
alone in the building or even better that staff only work in 
pairs. READ MORE > 
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HOT TOPICS: MAN DOWN DEVICES OR HOW TO AVOID  
BECOMING A BIOSPECIMEN IN YOUR OWN LABORATORY 
Natalie Polinske,  Biorepository Program Manager, Aurora Research Institute, ISBER Newsletter Assistant Editor  

(continued from page 8) For walk-in stores one major EU com-
mercial biorepository uses an approach similar to the one you 
suggest, Andy: ‘The door switch could trigger the IR sensor to 
watch for fairly continuous movement until the person leaves 
the room.’ In fact it sounds an alarm in the store every 8 
minutes for the operator to signal he is still OK.  If no signal 
then the alarm is escalated.  That sounds similar to the device 
you refer to, Marianne. 

“The use of a wearable sensor for lone workers at night has 
some sense, though the only person apart from you E. Hall that 
I have found that has used them, quickly gave up the idea as 
they set off alarms every time the workers bent down! 

As we do not have walk in stores I am for the moment not con-
vinced we need such devices but that we should have rules on 
which operations may not be undertaken when alone.” 

This information and advice provided by the ISBER community 
in response to the question about the use of man-down devices 
is very helpful, and should be considered if and when it may be 
applicable to your situation. 

 

 

http://www.isber.org/
http://www.taylorwharton.com/
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BIOREPOSITORY PROFILE: UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 
University of New Mexico Human Tissue Repository  

Although a relatively small tissue bank repository in terms of 
personnel and specimen numbers., the University of New 
Mexico (UNM) Human Tissue Repository (HTR) provides a 
variety of services to UNM researchers while contributing to 
two separate National Cancer Institute (NCI) banking initia-
tives.   

Established in 2003 and a member of ISBER since 2004, the 
HTR is a shared resource supported by the UNM School of 
Medicine’s Department of Pathology and the UNM Cancer 
Center.  The HTR performs tissue acquisition from consented 
UNM Health Sciences Center surgery patients; these tissue 
samples are processed, stored, annotated, and made availa-
ble to UNM researchers with IRB-approved protocols.   

Following the NCI Best Practices for Biospecimen Resources 
guidelines, the repository’s samples are characterized by 
high specimen integrity with strict donor confidentiality. The 
inventory currently includes 4,659 cases containing 15,146 
total tissue samples (7,179 frozen tumor tissue samples, 
2,546 frozen normal tissue samples, 3,951 formalin-fixed 
paraffin-embedded tumor tissue samples, and 1,470 formalin
-fixed paraffin-embedded normal tissue samples).  It also 
currently includes just over 300 blood samples collected.   

Staffing and Services Provided 
The HTR is staffed by 12 resourceful employees: a medical 
director, a scientific director, an operations manager, a tech-
nical manager, five mid- and upper-level health sciences 
research technicians, a part-time field research technician, 
an administrative assistant, and a database operator.  The 
services for in-house researchers, performed by the technical 
team, include tissue acquisition, basic histology (sectioning 
of frozen or formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissue blocks, 
manual H&E staining), complex histology (tissue microarray 
selection, design, construction, sectioning, and staining), 
immunohistochemistry, laser and manual dissection of  
formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissue blocks, specimen 
storage, and de-identified data retrieval. 

READ MORE > 

 

 

Processing tissue collected 
for the BPV program. 

Dissecting tissue & assign-
ing protocol numbers on a 
BPV program case. 

On a BPV program case, fixing tissue formalin 
after the scheduled delay. 

Tissue encased in OCT compound frozen within a 
cryomold. 
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BIOREPOSITORY PROFILE: UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 
University of New Mexico Human Tissue Repository  

(continued from page 10)  

Biospecimen Science Focus on Cancer 
Research 
Local work consumes a lot of cheerful effort but national 
business also receives due attention. Two of the five re-
search technicians work under the NCI’s Cancer Human  
Biobank and Biorepositories and Biospecimen Research 
Branch’s Biospecimen Preanalytical Variables (BPV) program.  
Another research technician works part-time for the NCI and 
National Human Genome Research Institute’s The Cancer 
Genome Atlas (TCGA) program.   

The purpose of the highly-regulated BPV program is to as-
sess the effects of key pre-analytical variables (currently cold 
ischemia time, delay to tissue formalin fixation, and duration 
of tissue formalin fixation ) in human biospecimens on  
genomic and proteomic assay results, as well as to develop 
innovative approaches to control, monitor, and assess  
biospecimen quality.  Identifying the most substantial varia-
bles within the procurement and processing of human  
biospecimens will result in evidence-based standard operat-
ing procedure and U.S. NCI best practices revisions.  The  
purpose of TCGA is to sequence the genomes of 500 high 
quality sample sets for each of the 200  most common U.S. 
cancers.  The data, which are freely available to the cancer 
community, are and will be used to improve prevention,  
early detection, and treatment of these cancers.  Both  
programs are directed by the NCI and consist of the partici-
pation of other selected institutions. 

Future Developments 
Small in size but giant in enterprise, that is the UNM HTR.  
New ventures which have occurred within the last 18 
months include relocating into a newly remodeled  
laboratory, commencing the second phase of the BPV pro-
gram, beginning participation in the TCGA program, increas-
ing the tissue inventory by approximately 3,800 samples, 
and providing new services for numerous UNM researchers. 
Now in its tenth year, the HTR continues to progress and 
undertake new challenges, all the while committed to serv-
ing the ethnically diverse population of the Southwest.  

Samples submitted by UNM re-
searcher to be processed. 

Checking and preparing kits for the BPV 
program. 

Microtome in use 

L to R: Rhys Brooks, Angela Notah-Chavez, Thèrése Bocklage, Cathy Martinez, 
Fred Schultz, Sue Bassinger, Kelly Higgins, Karen Capobianco, Josh Dorrance. 
Not pictured: Jen Bennett, I-Ming Chen, Mark Fischer 
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International Locator Working Group Survey Results 
Yaffa Rubinstein and Jim Vaught, Working Group Co-chairs   
There are numerous biospecimen locators throughout the 
world. Each has a specific goal. But the majority only obtains 
data on human or animal biospecimens, leaving many other 
biospecimen types unaccounted for.  The ISBER International 
Locator (IL), scheduled to launch mid-2014, will attempt to fill 
in this gap by containing a comprehensive directory of all 
existing repositories (human, animal, environmental, plant, 
museum, etc.). 

The mission of the ISBER IL working group stems from one of 
the current roadblocks in biobanking: the inability for 
researchers to locate specimens and data for use, especially 
when from multiple repositories.  Without the correct tool, 
locating what is needed is oftentimes unfeasible.  ISBER’s IL 
tool will address this issue; furthermore, it will enhance the 
profiles of individual repositories by making their research and 
biobanking activities known to key global stakeholders 
including scientific societies (e.g., ISBER, ESBB), researchers, 
funding bodies, governments, and private industries. 

In order to obtain more information on these individual 
repositories worldwide, we issued a short survey (approved by 
the ISBER Education and Training Committee) to ISBER 
members through the listserv.  Repository directors and/or 
managers were identified and basic information about their 
repository’s specimens and data was gathered in order to assist 
with the development of content for a repository profile  The 

preliminary survey results are presented below. READ MORE > 

 

 

  

2. Do you have a policy in place to access your 
specimens? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 92.30% 84 

No 7.70% 7 

answered question 91 

skipped question 2 

3. If you answered "Yes" to question #2, is your 
biorepository collection open to investigators 
outside of your facility? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 93.10% 54 

No 6.90% 4 

answered question 58 

skipped question 35 

4. Please provide the following information 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Name: 100.00% 57 

Job title: 100.00% 57 

Email address: 100.00% 57 

City/Town: 100.00% 57 

State/Province: 93.00% 53 

Country: 96.50% 55 

Name of the repository 
or bioresource: 

100.00% 57 

Name of the sponsor-
ing organization: 

94.70% 54 

answered question 57 

skipped question 36 

1. If you manage a repository, would you like to 
list your repository in a website available to the 
public? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 91.30% 84 

No 4.30% 4 

Not Applicable 4.30% 4 

answered question 92 

skipped question 1 
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READ MORE > 

5. Please provide a brief description of your reposi-
tory (e.g., supporting organization, goals and uses 
of the repository, type of data associated with the  
samples, whether the samples are linked to other 
datasets, etc.) 

Answer Options 
Response 

Count 

 (free text) 52 

answered question 52 

skipped question 41 

6. Please provide an active URL/link to your reposi-
tory website. 

Answer Options 
Response 

Count 

 (free text) 47 

answered question 47 

skipped question 46 

7. Type of Repository (Check all that apply) 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Animal Specimen Re-
pository 

8.50% 5 

Environmental Reposi-
tory 

6.80% 4 

Human Specimen Re-
pository-Adult 

84.70% 50 

Human Specimen Re-
pository-Pediatric 

54.20% 32 

Microorganism Culture 
Collection 

5.10% 3 

Museum Repository 3.40% 2 

Plant/Seed Repository 0.00% 0 

Other (please specify) 2 

answered question 59 

skipped question 34 

8. Type(s) of specimens being collected (e.g., 
fluid,  blood, tissue, stem cells, cell lines, 
RNA, DNA, etc.) (Check all that apply) 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Fluid 60.00% 36 

Blood 93.30% 56 

Tissue 88.30% 53 

Stem cells 8.30% 5 

Cell lines 20.00% 12 

RNA 55.00% 33 

DNA 63.30% 38 

Other (please specify) 10 

answered question 60 

skipped question 33 
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We look forward to continuing analyzing and applying the 
data obtained in order to develop the ISBER IL.  We also hope 
to further engage ISBER members so we can achieve a full 
account of all biorepositories represented by ISBER.  Lastly, 
we will continue to determine how we can improve our 
relationship with other existing international locators and 
initiatives.  ISBER is in a strong position to play a central and 
global role in this arena and will meet the challenge head on. 

After a summer break, the ISBER Informatics Working Group 
(IWG) is launching back into action.  As the membership saw, 
the 2013 survey went out in September, and we plan to start 
analyzing the responses this fall for presentation at the 2014 
conference.   

And speaking of the 2014 conference, the IWG has submitted 
an application to host another workshop on some new 
informatics topics that are happening at some of our member 
sites, such as: 

 exposing your databases 

 managing change in your informatics infrastructure 

 data migration.  

Regarding the later, we are preparing to write a paper on 
what to expect when you are migrating.   So we are busy, and 
could always use a helping hand! Go to  
http://www.isber.org/?page=Volunteer  
if you are interested in volunteering. 

9. Type(s) of data being collected (Check 
all that apply) 

Answer Op-
tions 

Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Sample man-
agement data 

93.10% 54 

Donor clinical 
data 

81.00% 47 

Genetic data 31.00% 18 

Downstream 
data 

27.60% 16 

Other (please specify) 11 

answered question 58 

skipped question 35 

10. If you manage a repository, would you 
like to list your repository in a website 
available to the public? 

Answer Op-
tions 

Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 91.30% 84 

No 4.30% 4 

Not Applicable 4.30% 4 

answered question 92 

skipped question 1 
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EDITOR’S CORNER                        NEWS FROM VERONA 
Rick Michels, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief 

Team Building  
Meet the Newest Members to the 
Newsletter Team. I am excited to introduce 
to the community the addition of two 
Assistant Editors to the Newsletter.  Meet 
Natalie Polinske and Angela Notah-Chavez.   

Natalie works as the Biorepository Program Manager at 
Aurora Research Institute in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Angela is 
a Research Technician for the Human Tissue Repository at 
the University of New Mexico. Both bring a great deal of 
knowledge and practical experience in our field.  They will 
be invaluable in adding the perspective of understanding 
both the day to day issues of the biorepository as well the 
science that is the foundation to biobanking. You will notice 
they are excellent writers as well. Among other tasks for this 
newsletter, Natalie organized and wrote the Hot Topic 
article for this issue.  And be sure to see Angela’s major 
contribution to this issue as well, a profile of the University 
of New Mexico tissue bank and the important work being 
done there. 

 

 

 

 

I feel real fortunate to have these two wonderful volunteers 
to the team and look forward to the contributions they will 
make going forward.  

Late note:  
A big thank you to Susan Baker, Lab Director of Social and 
Scientific Systems, Inc. of Durham, NC, who now serves as 
proofreader. This is a vitally important job for any 
publication for which I serve as editor. 

 

 

U.S. Government Shutdown  
The shutdown reached all the way to Verona as poster 
submission ID 132, co-authored by ISBER Past-President 
Marianne Henderson, could not be presented at the 2013 
ESBB Meeting.  

The poster discusses a new web based system developed by 
a trans-NIH committee designed to streamline the transfer 
of research materials between the NIH and the biomedical 
research community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Chavaree WWF Champion 
Margaret Chavaree, Biorepository Coordinator for Eastern 
Maine Medical Center, defeated incoming ISBER President 
Andy Zaayenga to win the 2013 ISBER Words With Friends 
Smackdown tournament. 

Congratulations, Margaret! 

Natalie Polinske  Angela Notah-Chavez  

Above: The championship game board 
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ISBER MEMBERSHIP AND MARKETING COMMITTEE UPDATE 
David Lewandowski, Chair  

The ISBER Membership and Marketing Committee (M&M) has been busy since Sydney.  We have built a new team involving 
the support of the Malachite office, looked for ways to strengthen relationships with members and supporting organizations 
and lastly, begun planning key initiatives for the 2014 meeting. 

The M&M Committee works together throughout the year on their strategic initiatives with support from the Malachite of-
fice.  Our designated support member is Brendan Little, who has jumped in to help in many ways.  We believe this relation-
ship will help the ISBER community grow and thrive for many years into the future.  

As part of the M&M responsibilities in serving the ISBER community, the M&M committee is looking to grow membership 
and corporate involvement.  In an effort to identify potential ISBER members, we are looking to enhance the ISBER brand at 
various society meetings.  In addition, we have begun a liaison program to help support those organizations that support 
ISBER.  This is a new initiative which we believe could be very helpful to the society. 

Lastly, as the 2014 meeting approaches, the M&M committee is preparing for a huge success in Orlando.  This year’s effort 
will include the 4th Annual New Product of the Year Award, the 4th Annual Innovative Technologies Session and the 3rd 
ISBER Fun Run/Walk for the Global Expansion fund.  This year’s run will include a course through the Disney properties.  
Begin getting your group of participants together today!  As always, we will have the 5k Fun Run, 1 mile walk or the sleep  
walk (Sleep walk includes a sponsor t-shirt and some extra sleep!) 

CONTINUING EDUCATION—IBBL  
The IBBL Certificate on Principles of Biobanking Course 
Your next step in biobanking – biobanking course videos released. 

The Integrated BioBank of Luxembourg (IBBL), an independent not-for-profit biobank (www.ibbl.lu), has released three vide-
os on the “Certificate on Principles of Biobanking for Clinical, Biological, and Environmental Biospecimens and Bioresources” 
course which they offer, co-organised with the University of Luxembourg. 
 Course teaser:  https://vimeo.com/74275821 

 Course overview & professor interviews:  https://vimeo.com/74357228/ 

 Student testimonials: https://vimeo.com/74287030 

This three-week continuing education course held in Luxembourg is endorsed by ISBER, testifying to its high quality and 
good reputation.  It is taught by European biobanking experts and covers a wide variety of topics from cryobiology to ethics 
and IT to cost analysis.  In addition to seminars, through on-site visits to IBBL the international participants gain some prac-
tical experience and insight into the technical side of performing biobanking and maintaining a successful operation. 

The last course took place in June 2013 and, according to the survey conducted at the time of course completion, the vast 
majority of participants were clearly satisfied with the course’s interdisciplinary content.  The next course will be held in 
2015 with registration beginning in fall 2014.  To learn more about the course, visit the official website:  

http://wwwen.uni.lu/studies/fstc/certificate_principles_of_biobanking/ 

http://www.isber.org/
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CHAPTER NEWS—ESBB  
Rita Lawlor, Past –President  ESBB 2012-2013 

2013 has been a busy year for biobanking in Europe, Middle 
East and Africa which has made it an exciting moment for 
ESBB. We have expanded our activities, consolidating the 
groundwork of the first two years and building on these to 
provide novel events for members thanks to the incredible 
effort by all the committees and working groups.  

ESBB – ISBER Collaboration 
One of our goals has been to raise awareness of biobanking 
as a scientific discipline that affects health, social, environ-
mental and global welfare in the region of Europe, the Mid-
dle East and Africa. Thanks to our relations with ISBER and 
BBMRI, we have been able to do this at the EU Parliament in 
March this year. As a follow on to this, speakers from BBMRI, 
ISBER and the EU commission will attend our annual meet-
ing in Verona and present the possibilities for collaboration 
between the continents of our regional focus.  
Together with ISBER, we collaborated in sponsoring and de-
veloping the International Biobank Summit IBS-II program in 
September in Graz which was organized by P3G. As part  of 
the panel we were asked to discuss – Future Directions, Next 
Steps and Priority Settings where many of the issues dis-
cussed evolve around ESLI and education. This meeting was 
held in coordination with the BBMRI-ERIC Inauguration Con-
ference, the Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources Re-
search Infrastructure (BBMRI) implemented under the Euro-
pean Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) legal entity 
and it was wonderful for us to celebrate with them. 

ESBB and Developing Regional Focus 
As part of the strategy to develop biobanking in Africa, we 
participated and presented at the SASA (Society for the Ad-
vancement of Science in Africa) conference organized by the 
University of Limpopo in South Africa to introduce the socie-
ty to Africa. The meeting attracted many scientists from all 
over Africa and was an opportunity to present the im-
portance of biobanking in research activity. 
Following on from the "Global Science Collaboration”, we 
were invited to participate in the “Science Capacity Building 

& the Implications for the Development Process" meeting in 
June organized at the AUC (African Union Commission) in 
Addis Ababa and this will be followed with a ACP-EU 
(African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States) Joint Parlia-
mentary Assembly in November later this year. 

ESBB recently participated with ISBER in the IARC BC-NET 
working group meeting to discuss the issues concerning the 
development of Biobank Cohorts in Low and Middle Income 
countries. The meeting was an opportunity to further the 
discussions begun in Granada at the workshop on Develop-
ing biobanking in emerging countries and meet with other 
members actively involved in biobanking. The societies are 
now part of an interim steering committee to further this 
aim. 

ESBB Working Groups 
ESBB has continued to forge its objectives to represent all 
members and all stakeholders in biobanking in the regions. 
Following on from the ESBB 2012 Granada conference, re-
views on Biobanking in Emerging Countries and Recent initi-
atives in biodiversity biobanking were published in the June 
2013 issue of the Biopreservation and Biobanking Journal 
(June 2013, 11(3): 176-181 and June 2013, 11(3): 182-188 
respectively).  

The Developing Biobanking in Emerging Countries workshop 
gave rise to a Africa working group and also an initiative 
between the journal Biopreservation and Biobanking and the 
Karolinska Insititute MolMeth platform. The initiative will 
allocate special sections for biobanking in emerging coun-
tries in December and February to publish articles concern-
ing innovative methods for biobanking in emerging countries 
and at the same time to place related procedures on the 
platform. The Africa working group have presented an article 
outlining the outcome and progress of the work shop as a 
fitting start to this initiative. 

As part of the goal to ensure that members participate in the 
definition of the society, the working groups have been ac-
tively involved in the development  READ MORE > 
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CHAPTER NEWS—ESBB  
Rita Lawlor, Past –President  ESBB 2012-2013 

(continued from page 17) of interactive sessions for the annu-
al conference in Verona this October, so called as they re-
quire the interaction of attendees throughout the sessions. 
ESBBperanto working group has worked  with the Enviro-Bio 
working group to develop the Life in Data Interactive  
session. This will bring two distinct working groups together 
to integrate the different biobank categories under the com-
mon element  of data. The ESBBtranslate working group has 
worked on a session that involves industry stakeholders  
under the title “Everything you ever wanted to know about 
collaborationg with Industry … but were afraid to ask”. The 
purpose of the session is to present the potential oppoortu-
nities to collaborate with industry and provide particpants 
the opporutnity to interact with members from industry. The 
ESBBtranslate working group have also created the inno-
vatice Biobank of the Year contest to promote outstanding 
biobank services for research. 

Education & Training Committee 
ESBB  have begun to integrate its E&T activities with ISBER. 
As part of the Education and Training strategy developed 
this year, ESBB has developed its first training course,  “The 
pathology of Biobanking”. In addition to the on-site course, 
all conference sessions will be turned into on-line infor-
mation modules and the interactive sessions will provide 
reviews that share the views of all participants through the 
interactive voting systems 

 

Vendor Committee 
We are very lucky to have more sponsor involvement than 
ever before and we are grateful for their continuing support. 
The vendor commmittee have created a novel approach to 
presenting products by creating an interactive biobanking 
process called Mission Possible where biobankers can see 
the products in their natural place and discuss with vendors. 

ESBB 2013 Verona Conference 
The ESBB annual ESBB conference takes place in Verona, 
Italy from the 9th – 11th October 2013. The theme of the 
conference this year is Biobanking for the Future and will 
address issues of Global Biobanking, Personalized Medicine, 
Ancient DNA and Sustainability of biobanks in the Financial 
Crisis. The future of biobanking will necessitate the integra-
tion of the various biobanking categories and stakeholders. 
In line with this, we have integrated the various biobanking 
categories to stimulate exchange of knowledge and ideas 
necessary to lay the groundwork for Biobanking for the  
Future. The meeting this year is in collaboration with BBMRI-
Italy who will host their inauguration before the conference.  
Furthering our collaboration with other organizations in-
volved in biobanking, we are very fortunate to have presen-
tations by BBMRI, PG3 and a representative of the EU com-
mission. Hopefully our third annual meeting will be the per-
fect culmination of the work of the society this year. 

http://www.isber.org/
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SMART MOVES                                
 

Luke Bradshaw Named CryoScience Global Marketing & Sales Manager for the 
Americas at Taylor-Wharton 

ISBER Platinum Partner Taylor-Wharton has promoted Luke Bradshaw to CryoScience Global Marketing & 
Sales Manager for the Americas. Bradshaw will maintain his current role as CryoScience Sales Manager for 
the Americas and assume new responsibilities with the global marketing role.   

“As the CryoScience business continues to grow, we need a focused global marketing effort,” said Andy  
Pazahanick, Vice President and General Manager of CryoScience Business Unit.  “Luke brings a successful life-science track 
record in the Americas, extensive industry knowledge, and a strong network. He has strategic creativity along with the high 
energy to develop the global marketing program and increase our market penetration,” said Pazahanick.  Bradshaw joined 
Taylor-Wharton CryoScience business unit in January, 2011, as CryoScience U.S. Sales Manager and was promoted to Cryo-
Science Sales Manager for the Americas in 2012.  Prior to joining Taylor-Wharton, he spent six years in medical sales with 
Airgas Puritan Medical based in Atlanta. 

Jim Vaught Retires from Government Service — Will Remain an Active ISBER 
Contributor  
Jim Vaught, Ph.D., “retired” from service in the U.S. Government at the end of September, 2013.  Jim worked at the National 
Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, for the past 15 years, first as Special Assistant in the Division of Cancer Epide-
miology and Genetics, then as Deputy Director of the Office of Biorepositories and Biospecimen Research, and most recently 
as Chief,  Biorepositories and Biospecimen Research Branch (BBRB). Jim, a founding member of ISBER, will continue as Edi-
tor-in-Chief of the journal Biopreservation and Biobanking and will also pursue consulting opportunities in biobanking.  

Helen Moore, Ph.D., became Acting Chief of BBRB upon Jim’s retirement. 
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ISBER HEAD OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT                                
Queenie Jang BSc (Pharm), MBA, ISBER Executive Director  

As ISBER Executive Director, I am truly excited to announce that Sharon Leung, Associate Director, Operations and Meetings, 
is going on maternity leave starting November 1, 2013 and returning to the ISBER Team December 2014. We wish her well 
during this very rewarding new chapter of her life. 

We are pleased to announce that Orsa Papaioannou, Association Project Manager, will be joining the Head Office ISBER 
Team and will serve as the primary lead for planning and execution of the ISBER Annual Meeting (including support of the 

Organizing Advisory Committee and Scientific Program Committee) and publications (Newsletter, ISBER Corner, Abstract Book, Publications 
Committee).  Orsa obtained her Bachelors in Economics from Athens University of Economics and Business, and a Masters of Science in Man-
agement Studies from Brunel University, UK.  Orsa brings particular strength in the areas of conference and event management, with over 8 
years of experience working with the Hellenic Cardiological Society.  

Ellyce Eddy, Communications and Education Coordinator, will shift from her current focus of publications and will now support the Board and 
Stakeholder Committees to establish and continuously improve our governance policies and procedures as well as Society operations accord-
ing to best practices.  

Brian Poole, Manager, Industry Relations, continues to work closely with industry stakeholders and be the main point of contact for all ISBER 
Corporate Partners and Annual Meeting Exhibitors and Sponsors. He will work closely with the Membership and Marketing Committee through 
outreach cross-promotional activities and strategic partnerships with other key organizations to strengthen the Society’s global profile and 
reach to all those working in biospecimen banking and related fields.  

As the ISBER Member Services Administrator, Brendan Little continues to serve as the first line association contact to provide overall support 
to ISBER members regarding general inquiries, membership services, renewals/benefits and the members only community resources portal. 
Brendan also ensures that all external use of ISBER brand/logo by partners is in compliance with our global branding requirements.  

The ISBER Head Office Team will continue to work with the Society to build on its strengths and to achieve organizational sustainability in a 
highly competitive and growing market.  We are fully committed to better serve the growing needs of our members and to exceed your expec-
tations.  Feel free to contact us through e-mail at info@isber.org or by phone at +1-604-484-5693 if we can be of assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

QUEENIE JANG BSc (Pharm), MBA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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